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Note to the first edition of the bramble. 

Bt the solicitation of my friends in this towBi I hsTO been indoced 
to write what I consider an Expose of AbsUnenee Societies. B/ 
which 1 mean all such societies as are fonnded open tho pirinciple of 
the entire abolition of all intoxicating UqaorSi not excepting Wine. 

This being a free country, and erery man having the privilege of 
expressing his opinion on important subjects, Ihave deemed it my dnty 
to write for the benefit of all concerned in this little tract. From th« 
abaCinenee man I expect no favor, I only ask him to * Do onto oth- 
ers,* &c. The intemperate drinker will not find ft word of en- 
couragement (in his vicious eourse) in what I have written, but 
should it be the means of reforming him, I shall think my labor not 
in vain. Between the two extremes, abstinence and intemperance, 
I have found the angel Temperance; as pure as ice, as chaste as 
snow. She has many followers — and from them I expect to find 
support. If it is unpopular in the course I have taken, it was equally 
so with Col. R. M. Johnson, of Sunday mail memory i 

J. GREGORY. 
Oetobec 10, 1886. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

« 

It ghfes me much pleasnre to annotince to the ChendB df teiii-»' 
perance aod equal rights, that the first edition of the Bramble, 

which one thousand copies were pablishe)^, have been disposed 
6f. Having been solicited to publish a second editioiii with an 
answer to the celebrated **Hoe,*' and having been attacked nn- 
charitably by certain Editors, and believing that I could not haye 
the privilege of defending my sentiments in their papers, I have 
concluded to publish this small work, in self defence', and shew 
the public tho abuse headed upon me, for a mere expression ot 
opinion. When I published the Bramble, I did expect that I 
should be ' treated with respect, and that my arguments, in favor 
of Bible temperance, would be investigated in a candid manner. 
But experience has taught me, that J was mistaken, that I placed 
too much confidence In my opposers. May others take warning 
from the treatment I have received, and learn, that if the/ oppose 
any of the movements of the abstinence party, they must expect 
to be abused and* slandered. 

The Branible has been attacked, and burlesqued, by the lead- 
ers of abstinence, and the public has been cautioned against its 
pernicious sentiments. We affirm that we have not seen one 
candid, fair argument, against it. And we are confirmed daily 
in the opinion that it cannot be answered by Bible testimony. 
Nothing short of the Word of God, wul satisfy us — for to the 
Scriptures we have appealed, and shall stand or fall in that divme 
dracl& ^ 

The Letter to the Eev. T. Wbittemore^ was* sent to him, wilb 
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I ireqnest tbat he wonid gi?e it poblicity. Bat |C3^ *' V)a$ 
Refused 1 ! ' Having stated tbat I was opposed to temperance 
I felt it 017 daiy to contradict the statement, in the saipe print tbat 
contained, the assertion. Bat I was denied that privilege! I there- 
fore take this method of showing the illiberality of the Editor of 
the ^rmmpet. If the time ha9 arrived that a man cannot speak 
the honest sentiments of his heart, witheat being abased and in- 
snlted — then farewell to conscience and liberty of speech. For 
one man to assail another for opinions' sake — to blacken his char- 
acter by affected miscoastroctioo^ and endeavor to prejudice bis 
brethren against him, is not only base, bat erael. And then to 
deny bim a small corner of his paper, that he might vindicate bis 
sentiments, is too much like spiritual wickedness in high places. 
Mr. Whittemore has - professed much liberality — yea, he has even 
called the Orthodox <* stone-hearted bigots,'' for refusing to publish 
what be desired to have them. Often has this Editor laughed 
heartily, to see his opposing brethren manifest fear in publishing 
sentiments in favor of Universalism. Having retrograded in his 
liberality, and taken those be once condemned for an example, he 
now refuses publishing an article on temperance — His well — 

*' The rod applied will make him laugh on * tether side.** 

We road in the good book» that ^'Jeshuren waxed fat, and kicked,** 

We do not wish to apply this remark to Mr. Whittemore, but 

really hope that he can find some excuse for his illiberality. Mr. 

W. is doubtless a great man, bat then, I do not believed he is 

infallible, nor wholly free from sin. Like other men, he has his 

failings'; and if he intends to pursue the course he has lately taken, 

I hope those whom he calls rtun drinkers, will not support him 

in his bigotry. If they do, they ought to consent to become his 

slaves, and wear collars about their necks. We do not believe 

the time will ever come that we shall bow the knee to man, 

especially to ** a would be Bishop,*' or a self righteous Pope ! At 

least we pray God that we never may, for we are comm^ded to 

call n« man ** Rabbi," for one is our master, even Christ ! 



▼lij. INTRODtTCTlOjr. 

As to that wonderful prodoction called the « Hoe," designed to 
uproot the Bramble, we were some time at a stand whether it 
were best to notice it. Af\er- mature deliberation, we came to 
the conclusion that it was our duty to <* answer a fobl aceordiag 
to his folly, lest be should be wise in his own coof^eit." They say 
that owing to the extensive patronage which the author has re- 
ceived, he has published a second edition. The Bostonians muart 
be fond of good reading. We would suggest to the author the 
propriety of publishing in his third edition, the '* Dream" of Mr. 
Cheever. That and the *' Hoe " are as iiear alike^ as are tbe^ 
•* Siamese twins. ^* 

In the sermon on ** temperance in all things," I have endea- 
vored to set forth the great doctrine of temperance, as laid down ia 
the Bible. 1 am sensible that my talents' are incbmpetent to the 
task, but I labor in a cause to which I shall be proud to have 
contributed but little, and to promote the success of whieh, I should 
feel myself inexcusable if I did not contribute all in my power. 
Trusting, therefore, to the interest which every lover of temperance 
must have for so good and benevolent a cause, I sincerely hope that 
the imperfections that may be discovered in this little work, may 
not hinder the reader from examining with care and attention, the 
arguments here presented, ia favor of a temperate, re|a]ar, and woU 
ordered life. 
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** Then said all the trees unto the bramble. Come thoa and rale 
«ver VB. And the bramble said unto the trees. If in troth je anoint 
me king over yon, then come and pot yoor trast in my shadow; and 
if not, let firetsome oot of the bramble and destroy the cedars of Leb- 
anon." — Judges, ix. 14^ 15. 

Kind Hbadeb, are you in favor of temperancie socIa 
eties, so called, formed on the' principle of total abstin- 
ence.' If BO, read, pause and consider. Are you op- 
posed to those societies? Eicamine with care and at- 
tention the arguments that shi^l be presented and *Ren- 
der onto Caesar the things that are Csssar's.' 

To those who cannot see the propriety of the meas- 
ures adopted to suppress intemperance, and are content 
with the bible doctrine of temperance in all things, we 
would say, the cause in which you are engaged is a 
good one. It is one of benevolence, of religion, of 
philanthrophy and good will to men. Persevere in 
yonr labors, renew your zeal, and strive both by pre- 
cept and example to make all men temperate. 

To you who ar» employed in promoting abstinence 
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meusores, we would respectfully bow, and with all de« 
Terence to your superior wisdom, acknowledge the fear- 
ful odds we have to encounter, in the approaching con- 
flict. Our heart would be dismayed were it not that 
we remember David killed Goliath) with a smooth 
stone, and the wise fnan Solomon saith, 'the race is not 
to the swiA, nor the battle to the strong,' we therefore 
shall enter the field as a combatant against you, en- 
deavor to disprove your measures, raze your citadel to 
the ground, plant the standard of eternal truth upon 
your Ruins, and call all creation to the universal tri- 
umph !_^ Be not surprised then, if you should see 
yourselves reflected in the 'bramble,' who desired pow- 
er that he might rule over the mild and peaceful olive. 
Should there be sentiments in this little pamphlet 
which you could not approve, do not call fire out of the 
'bramble' to consume us, but in mercy spare us yet a 
little longer. We believe your measures are corrupt, 
your policy bad, and your zeal without knowledge.-— 
We shall use great plainness of speech, for we sincere- 
ly believe the subject requires it. Many a valuable 
life has been saved by the amputation of a limb, and 
many a soul delivered from bondage by the efiulgent 
rays of eternal truth. 

We will not say the motives of all engaged in absti- 
nence measures are bad, for we believe ^ many of them 
are honest and sincere in the course they have taken, 
but we do impeach the motives of the leaders in this 
speculation. Many of them do it for office, for self-ag- 
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grandizemeDt, and not for the public good. Acting tho 
part of hypocrites thejf go on Dr, Ely's principle of 
^disinUrested betievolence,^ Affecting much sympathy 
for their fellow mortals in distress, they would fain 
make mankind believe that they are the only philan- 
thropists in the world, the only ones who feel for the 
sufferings of humanity! I might name instances where 
individuals have seized upon the temperance hobby to 
ride into power; but they were disappointed. The an- 
ticipated elevation of their little souls into olSce proved 
a failure. They now reap the fruits of their doings in 
shame and contempt. May this be the end of all odice 
seekers, who for the sake of popularity would barter 
away their dear-bought privileges^ and sell their coun- 
try for 'thirty pieces of silver.' 

There is much in the passage of scripture placed at 
the head of this Expose, that, renders it appropriate in 
our day and generation. A 'bramble* is a rough thorr 
ny shrub, and is introduced in this instance to repre« 
sent Abimelecb, who by his artful and cunning insinu- 
ations gained the confidence of the men of Shechem, 
and wast anointed thf'ir king. He was cruel in the ex^ 
treme. His career (though short) was one of war and 
blood-shed. Thus, in the commencement of his reign, 
he hired a number of Might and vain persons,' went ifito 
his father's house at Ophrah and slew his brethren, the 
sons of Jerubbaal, being three score, upon one stone. 

Look around you, kind reader, and inquire if there 
be any 'brambles' in our itaQd engaged in the ab3ii9« 
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ence enterprise, who are seeking for power, and w'b<)^ 
]ike Abimelech, have already exerted their influence 
against the house of Jerubbaal. Are there no lords of 
the earth who are endeavoring to wrest from us th« 
boon of liberty and plant — 
« 'Where now waves the 9tar spangled banner,' 

The black flag of the oppressor? If not, 'then rejoice 
ye in Abinielech, and let him also rejoice in you.' — 
But I declare unto you that I discover a spirit of intol- 
erance and usurpation among certain iodividuala that 
would bind the soul of man with Wj:eath8 .of scorpions), 
down to degradation and shame. I discover a spirit of 
aristocracy among these exclu^ives, that once cause^l 
the blood of our fathers, mothers and children to flow 
over this fair land of science and liberty; a spirit, that 
once hurled the icy arrows of death into the w^rm bo- 
som of society, and rioted over the misery of God's in- 
tellectual children! 'Shall we tamely submit to their 
machinations, and allow them to rivet upon our bands 
the galling manacles of slavery? ^o! Let ev^ry lov- 
er of liberty, of justice, of religion say in the tones of 
thunder. No! We wiij spurn your base attempts to 
chain the free-born mind, or warp it into submipsiun to 
your nefarious schemes. 

Do you say these remarks are uncalled for, that the 

abstinence men are endeavoring to benefit, instead of 

injuring community. Benedict Arnold might have 

made the same plea; he doubtless thought it no harn;i 

^P 6e\\ his country for money, and who can .te.U ])^t 
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^bat the movers in this wonderful, enterprise have not 
the same object in view. Take away office and mon- 
ey, and you would hearAO more of abstinence, I will 
warraqt you. 

We have long since learned not to *crt^, peace, peaee^ 
when there teno peaces Our liberties are as dear to us 
now as they were to our fathers, in the days of rev- 
olution and blood. And he who dare not sound the 
tocsin of alarm when danger «pproachetb, is a traitor 
to hisGed andiiis country! 

We love temperance as well as those who call them- 
selves^abstinenee men,' but we love liberty equally as 
well, and shall never consent to annoint a 'bramble' 
king over, bs; neither ^hall we put our trust in their 
shadow, for perad venture it might be the shadow of a 
dungeon's walls!? 

The abstinence Teadere have increased their exer- 
tions of 'late. Many lectures have been delivered, and 
new measures put into operation; bu| still the humilia- 
ting fact remains Ihat there is more drunhinnees in our 
land now than^ there was seventy yearsvago, more tn- 
fmperance than before the abstinence speculation was 
started. There may nOt be as much ardent spirits 
drank, but lam confident there are more of that class 
whom the prophet satth were ^drwak, not with wme^ but 
tiagger not wWt strong drtnJfe;' 

It matters not with these people how intemperate 
they are in their measures; no matter how many they 
utilise and iasult, b,ut believing the 'end justifiea thQ 

9 ^ 
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mdaos/they riclieule all who come not up to their standi 
ard of perfection. They point the fiDfi;er of scorn at 
those temperate men whom God Ibvea^ and all good 
men should esteem^ because their views of teipperance 
harmonize not with their own. And if a temperance 
man is seen in the day time going to .the store after 
wine or strong drink^ his motives are called in question, 
his character assailed, and he is called /worse than 9 
drunkard.' But wait till aQer dark, with a bottle un- 
der his cloak, the professed abstipence man will, like 9, 
thief in the night, steal along tp the store, where ihp 
'crittur^ is retailed, give ihe stor^ keeper a sly wink, 
ask for oil — deprecate the traffic made in tdcohol — re- 
turn, hom« in deep distress for thje fate of his fellotv 
mortals, and is only relieved by a double portion of that 
oilf purchased under the gt^rb of hypocrisy! No mat- 
ter how corrupt people become, they may serve tho 
devil all their days if they wiH only join an abstinence 
society. 

I have heard a great many lectures. on temperance, 
but I never heard but one* that exhorted people to be 
temperate in the bible aeceptatipn. Pjrofessing to be 
wise above what is written, they have invented an im- 
provement, and doubtlesSf bnve.ere tbis^ gained a ^pa^ 
ienl right- Solomon roust forever stand behind the 
curtain for his wisdom atid glory is eclipsed by the wise 
men of the 19th century! No doubt the^e ,men have 
oOlen thought with Lorenzo Dow, that 'Solomon was a 
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By Rev. I. D. Williamson, Albany, N. Y. 
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4tse man in BonM things, and a fool in other thingi!' 
That be did not belong to a total abstiBence society is 
efident from his writings! 

In (ho history of Abioielecb, we find that ha used 
cunning and crafty means to make the people believe 
that they would be much better off with one king to rule 
oTer them, than th^y were with all the sons of Jerubba- 
al. But they soon found to their sorrow^ that he was a 
'Bramble.' 

In imitation of him, the moTers of abstinence meas* 
area have endeavored to make the people .think that 
temperance was total abstineneey and he only was a 
temperate man who wholly abstained from all spirituous 
liquors! Thus confounding temperance with abstin- 
ence, than which nothing can be more false. Under 
(he specious guise of being friends to temperance, they 
tollect the people together, not to preach bible tern- 
pferance in all ttiings, but the system of total abstin- 
ence. A system generated in the distempered brain of 
some wild entbusiaftt, knd recommended by the aristoc- 
racy of the age. Often have we heard them exclaim, 
*0, the blessed cause of temperance!' *0, the blesed 
cause of abstinence,' thus amalgamating the one with 
the other. I do contend that there is as ipuch differ- 
ence between temperance and abstinence, as between 
black and white. 

You are a temperance man, are you? Yes. You 
do not drink any wine or strong drink? No. You be- 
lieve the bible enjoins temperance in all things? O, 
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yes. Well, go and live on your principle of tempef-* 
atice; reduce year theory to practice, in eatitf^ as well 
as drinking, for the bible says be tempernte io all tbioga. 
And you sdy temperance is abstinence, and. bow loog 
would you remain temperate?. Wby^ just as long a* 
the Indian^s horse did; the owner of which tried to 
make him live (t. e. temperately,) without, eating, but 
just before he got him, well learned, he died! 

To illustrate the principle that abstinence, is not tem- 
perance, let us suppose a case. A nan starts this morn- 
iog for Boston; informs a friend that he ia going to driv» 
temperately; the man commends his moderation, aod 
steps into the hodse. In the coarse of the morning he 
goes out and finds his old friend taking his comfort, read* 
ing a public journal on total abstinence, 'Hallo, friend,' 
he cries, '1 thought you was going to Boston!' *Weli»- 
I am,' is the reply, 'I am only driving temperately!' At 
night he goes out again, finds his temperauc« friend busily 
engaged in the same employment. Not being able to un- 
derstand his friend's temperate driving, bo aska him to 
explain himself. He informs the eoquirer that he haa 
been driving temperately all day, but for some cause or 
other he had not made much head way; but that he waa 
confident it was the right way to drive temperately . The 
man tells him he is inconsistent, for if it would be tem^ 
perate not to drive at all, it would be intemperate to 
advance a single step, and therefore recommends him 
to remain in that position, and see how long it would 
lake, with such temperate driving, to reach Boston I 
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that men would be consistent, and learn to call 
Ibiogfl by their right names. I would recommend to all 
you engaged in the abstinence enterprise to let temper- 
ance alone. That is not what you are laboring to pro- 
mote. It belongs to another class. We beg of you gen- 
tlemen to work on your owqi prmciple, and let others 
promote temperance as the bible dictates! 

That we may have a right understanding of the sub- 
ject beforejis, let us enquire, what is the true defini- 
tion of the word temperance ? 

Temperance, Ms that virtue which a man is said to 
possess, who moderates and restrains his sensual appe- 
tites. It is often however used in a much more gener- 
al sense, as synonymous with moderation, and is then 
applied indiscriminately to all the passions.'— (Dr. 
fiuck's Theo. Die.) 

1 presume this definition of temperance will stand the 
test of the strictest scrutiny. *It is often used as sy- 
nony metis with moderation j' and moderation, the same 
writer informs us, is- Hhe state of keeping a due medi- 
um between extremes, calmness, temperance, or equa- 
nimity.' The most prejudiced, I think, will not dis- 
piite but what thisJs the only true meaning of temper- 
ance. I shall now proceed to show that it harmonizes 
with the scriptures of divine truth. 

*Add to your faith virtue, and to virtue, knowledge; 
and to knowledge, temperance; and to temperance, pa- 
tience; and to patience, godliness; and to godliness, 
krotberly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, charity. 
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For if these things be in you, [what things? whjr, teoi-^ , 
perancoy &c.] they make you that ye shall neither \m 
barren or unfruitful/ &c. 2 Peter, i. 6-3. 'Let your 
inoderatioji be known unto ail men.' Phil, iv/ 5.-^ 
Here the -apostles recommend temperance and modera- 
tion to be used in all things. Query — Wonder if they 
belonged to a ''total abstinence society?' 

Every man must know, who has read tho scriptures^ 
that temperance is a bible doctrine. Temperance ki 
eacmg and drinking, are strongly enjoined upon roao- 
kino, and urged as important both to the health of the 
hody and the mind. Drunkenness, gluttonny, and eve- 
ry species of intemperance are reprobated by all the 
inspired writers. And one of them recommends to the 
anemperate man, 'when thou sittest to eat with a ruler, 
consider, diligently what is before thee^ and put a knife 
to thy throat if thou be a man given to appetite,' — 
Prov. xzxiii. 1,2. I would have all victims of intea»- 
perance follow this injunction; but 1 would not recom- 
mend abstinence men to hold the knife for them, lest 
they should place it too near the throat, and mako 
bad worse* * 

<Take heed to yourselves,' sevs the apostle, 'lest at 
«ny time your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting^ 
and drunkenness/ &q. Luke xxi. 34. Here is tem- 
4)eraoce preached again to the Jews, approved of God, 
•and sanctioned by his messenger. Paul exhorts the 
Ephesians not to be *drunk with wine, wherein is ex- 
<ee«i.' £|>he. v. (8, Aad In hie E|)istle to TituecoMi- 
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toiffndfl him Mo speak the things which become sound 
doctrine. That the aged men be sober, grave tem- 
perate, sound in faith, in charity, in patience.' In the 
same chapter he also declared that the grace of God 
had appeared, 'Teaching us; that denying ungodliness 
and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, 
and godly in this presenl world.' Titus ii. 1, 2, 12.-^ 
In this manner did the apostle preach temperance! 

Now examine the writings ofraodern teachers on this 
subject. Contrast their doctrjne oftotal abstinence with 
the teachings of those early Christians, who doubtless, 
saw as much drunkenness and intemperance in their 
day, as there is in this generation. Can it be possible 
that those early Christians, who were favored with rev- 
elations from on High, were so dead to the cause of 
suffering humanity that (hey did not form themselves 
into a total abstinence society? So it appears. Ex* 
cuse me, kind reader, if I illustrate this seeming neg-^ 
lect of the apostles by inlrodnicing an anecdote. An 
old woman* who had become a convert to the doctrine 
of abstinence, was expatiating on the good tendency 
of their measures to a bible temperance man, and 
thought it a great sin for any one to object to them. — 
The gentleman informed her that the bible was at war 
With her sentiments,* that God required his children to 
1>Q temperate, and use 4he good things of this world, as 
not abusing them^ and that Paul recommended his be- 

* The lectorera on abstinence generally relate stories abopt old wo • 
loaea — and as aa oi&et I will 4atro<hice one to th«ir favorable ootiN^ 
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loved son Timothy, on one occasion, to 'drink no ton« 
gcr water, but use a little wine, (i. e. temperately,) for 
thy stomach^s sake, and thine often infirmities*' The 
old lady, not being able to refute this argument, re- 
marked, as a last resort, that 'the apostles did not go 
quite far enough.' So with the leaders in this abEtin- 
ence enterprise, the apostles did not go far enough for 
them. Thus, not only impeaching their wisdom but 
th^ wisdom of Jesus Christ! 'Surely the priest9 bare 
rule by these means, and the people love to have it so.' 
Jer. V. 31. 

But I anticipate an objection. We are informed that 
distilled liquors are not mentioned in the bible^ for 
there was r>one maniifactured till the ISth century! and 
therefore we are not commanded to make a temperate 
Use of that article. No one, I think, will deny but 
what the same cause will invariably produce the sanne 
effect, and as the wine and strong drink mentioned in 
scripture produced intoxication, it is a fair conclusioa 
that the strong drink at least had passed through a state 
of distillation. I presume the''strong drink' was made 
from corn or barley, the same as it now is. If it was 
tiot, I should like to know from what article it was'man- 
tifactured; an4 how strong drink could produce intoxi- 
cation without passing through some process of distilla- 
tion; likewise how wine could produce drbnkennesa 
without fermentation. Perhaps some of our abstinence 
friends can throw some light on this subject! Wili 
Ihey try ? 

We shall endeayor to ptov^ that vrioo and atroog 
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drink were given to God's chosen people as blessings; 
atid that judgments came upon them for abusing those 
blessings. If we fail to substantiate these points, in- 
form us of the fact, and we pledge ourselves to' fall in 
with your system of total abstinencJe! 

Moses said to the children of Israel 'and thou shalt 
bestow that money for whatsoever thy soul lusteth af- 
ter; for oxen, or for sheep, or for totne or for strong 
drinky^ he, Deut. xiv.26. Solomon says '^give s/ron^ 
drink unto hinri that is ready to perish, and wine unto 
those that be of heavy hearts. Let him drirtk and for- 
get his poverty, and remember his misery no more. *— 
Pror. xxxi. 6, 7. 'Go thy way, eat thy bread whh joy,- 
and drick thy wine with a merry heart, for God now ac- 
cepteth thy works.' — Eel. ix. 7. 'And he dealt to ev- 
ery one of Israel, both man and woman, to every one d 
loaf of bread, and tt good piece of (iesh, and a flagoYi of 
wine:^ — 1 Chron. xvi. 3. 'Now that which was prepar- 
ed for me daily, was one ox^ and six choice sheep, ulact 
fowls were prepared for me, and once in ten days store 
of all sorts ofi»irte.' — Nebe. v. 18. 'And behold I will 
give to thy servants, the hewers that cut timber, tivenly 
thousand meadures of beaten wheat, and twenty thous-* 
and measures of barley, and twenty thousand baths of 
nine, and twenty thousand baths of oil.' — 2 Chron. ii. 

' ml- 

10. 

Thus we have proved, beyond a doubt, that wine and 
strong drink were not only given to the children of la- 
THcly for medical purposes but for men in health. The 
doctrine of total abstinence, therefore^ predicated on bt- 
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blo nuthority, is exploded, blown to the ^four widdaf of* 
heaven.' Who will fralher up the fragments? Beware 
lest ye tread upon. forbidden ground! 

Why it is, that men will not be content in following 
the pUtn simple rules laid down in the bible, I cannot 
tell. But there are always some ready.to fall in with' 
every new measure invented by man. Not that th'&y 
are so benevolent and philanthropic, as to labor night 
and day, for the benefit of other people, witbout recom- 
pense: but th6y do it out of sinister motives. Thus witfcr 
the abstinence people,* against all law and gpspel, they 
have waged an eternal war against wine and strong 
drink, and fain woiild they drive it from the earth. To' 
Accomplish this object a society is formed in every towri, 
papers are circulated in all quarters of the land and 
*iike the frogs of Egypt, they come up into our bed 
Chambers, and kneading troughs.' Men, women, and 
children, are called upori to engage in the ^blessed 
tvorky^ and drive from among us, what God called a 
blessing, and gav6 to his dhlldren-as such. So blind 
and infatuated have some of them become th^at they 
have polluted the sanctuary of the most high God. — 
Sioeitened water is used as a substitute for that rich em- 
blem of Christ's precious blood, shed for sinners upon 
Calvary's cross! The blessed communion is turned in- 
to ridicule by the professed servants of the Lord, and 
the last request of Jesus to his followers is mocked and 
perverted. If this is not commencing hostilities against 

*" •' • ' ' — — — 

* There aro some honorable exceptions. 
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4Ue Lord Omnipotent, I knojy not what is! Would 
to God I could make those engaged in destroying that 
which Christ blest, (and commanded his followern to 
drink in remembrance of him.) hear my feeble voice^ I 
would speak to them in words of doom! I would cry 
aloud, beware how you trifld with your Maker. 'For 
every creature of God is good and nothing to be refus- 
ed, if it be received with thanksgiving.' Beware, lest 
you bring upon yourselves tribulation and anguish. — 
'Turn unto the Lord, who will have mercy upon you, 
and to our God for he will abundantly pardon.' 

O, how preposterous it is for men professing to be 
teachers sent of God, to set themselves up as infallible 
and profess to know better what men n^d in meats 
and drinks than the Almighty. The Father of all mer- 
cies declares, 'Drink ye wine.' Modern t-eachers ex- 
4:Iaini, Hold! That is a deadly poison!! God calls it 
a blessing. They call it a curse. Is the servant grea^ 
,ter than his Lord? So it would seem iq these degener- 
ate days! 

VTAe iimt tdU come that foul sin, gathering head, shali 
hr^ahinlo corruption.^ That time has already come!-« 
And the wisdom of God is impeq^ched by his peace des- 
troying and rebellious children. Why is it, that you 
thus make war against your Father and his holy word? 
Why is it, that ye will not content yourselves wrth tak- 
ing the bible for your guide? Is office, money or popu- 
larity your object? If so, you shall have your reward, 
iTitne-serving parasites never gained ijiast seats of hoinr 
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jpr.afDQpg the just, by the^ir hypocritical abpmipation^? 
Your ruin is inevitable, and ho>v mortifying will it be 
.to have those whom you have ahused, and called drunJ|K- 
ards, sing the reqi^iem over your faljen expectations. r-r 
This shall be y.pur fate! Hear it and tremble!! 

Having shown that \viQe and strong drink were givr 
,en to us* as blesaings, as much so as wheat, barley, corn, 
,k.c. 1 would direct your attention ^|o those judgments 
^of God wjiich befel the Jpws, for an intemperate use of 
those blejssi()gs. 

/Awake ye drunkards and weep, and howl al) ye 

, drinkers of wtne, because of the new wine, for it is cut off 

frojn your mouth. The field is wasted, the land rnourn* 

eth! for the corn i,s wasted, the new wine is dried up, 

the oil languiaheth. Be ye ashamed, O! ye husbandr 

men; how), iO ye viae dressers^ for the wheat and for 

Jhe barley, because the h^^ryest of the field is perished.'' 

Joel i. 5, ]0, n. Here we find that the Jews were 

deprived of their corn, wine &c. for their ^vickedness 

.and intepriperaiice. 

After the judgments of ifjiod had had their proper pf- 

lect in c abusing the rebellious house of Israel to turn 

frocptbe^eyil of their ways, behold the return of God's 

mercy. /L^t the priests, the ministers of the Lord, 

,veep bctivve^n the porch and the altar, and let them ^j 

spare Xhy4)eople, O X>ord,.and give not thine beriiage 

jto reproach.^ 'Then w^ll the Lord b^ jealous for hi« 

Jand, aod pity his people; yea, the Lord will answer 

.jpiBd tay unto bis people — Behold I will send you cori^. 
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ttDdnrine^ and oil, and ye shall be {satisfied therewith; 
and I will no more make you a reproach among the 
heathen! 'Be glad then ye children of Zion, and re* 
joice in the Lord your God.' • • • *And the fats 
shall overflow with wine and oil.' Aoel ii. 17-19, 23, 
24. 

Here Zion is calletl upon to rejoice^ and to be ex- 
ceeding glad, for tho Lord had restored those blessings 
which he had taken from them for their intemperance. 
Here an important question arises. Should our absti- 
nence folks be 8uccessi4il in driving wine from the 
earth, would they, in imitation of the Lord of hosts, en- 
deavor to cause a return of that ^poisonJ Judge, ye 
candid. Look again at what the prophet saith: 'In 
that day will I ra-ise up the 'tabernacle of David, that is 
fallen, and close up the breaches thereof; and I will 
raise up his ruins, and I will build as in the days of 
old. And I will bring again the captivity of my people 
.of Israel, and they shall build the waste cities and in- 
habit them; and they shall plant vineyards, and they 
shall drink the wine thereaf.' Amos, ix. 11-14. 

I would now solemnly appeal to you, kind reader, 
and ask. Did the Almighty consider the juice of the 
grape a 'deadly poison?' Did he wish to 'poison' his 
children? O, shame on the inventions of men! 

God gave his children wine as a blessing, they 
abused it, he took it away frond ^hem, and punished 
(hem accordingly! But did he give it to them again 
jifter they had amended their ways? Surely he did, 

3 
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and called upon them. to rejoice. Here would hav^a 
been a glorious time to have formed an abstiti* 
ence society. But the Almighty, not possessing the 
wisdom of modern divines, nerer thought of the sub- 
ject. ^Oy tell ii not in Galhj publish it not in the streets 
ofAsJetlon.^ 

And here I would draw an argument from the admin- 
istration of Jehovahy in which both the wisdom and 
goodness of God shine resplendent. 

That wine and strong drink were given to the chil- 
dren of Israel under the superintendence of the Qod of 
heaven, 1 think has been iuJly proved.' The question 
arises, for what cause were they given to4bis people? 
We answer, as blessings and tests, to try their obedi- 
ence. God in his all-wise government has, since the 
creation of man, madd/Use of mi^asures to try the fidel- 
ity and obedience of his children. He has given man 
inventive faculties to work* out meacia for support, ah4 
encouraged him in the pursuits of life. Thus — he ere* 
ated the vine which bears the clustering grape, and wa- 
tered it with the dew of heaven. It grew and multipli- 
ed in all parts of the earth. Man, by his ingenuity, 
extracted the juice therefrom, and found it well-pleas- 
ing to the taste. God di^ not prohibit his creature 
.man from partaking of this invention; but pronounced 
it ^ blessing, and permitted bim tA drink it with a cbeer- 
M heart. It became then a test. Should man use it 
temperately, and not abuse it, he should be commend- 
ed foj. his fidelity, ai>d receive a r^waifd. Shoold hit 
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t'^ it intemperatelj, then should he be panitbed for his 
Ingratitude and wickedness. So with the barky j com, 
und w&ea<^created for the susteoanee of man. Thej 
too, became Uests;' but man abused them all, and has 
in every age of the world. But I would ask, has not 
the Almighty dealt out tribulation and anguish upon ev- 
ery child of Adam for so doing ^ It ts a well establish- 
ed law, that a man cannot drink too much, or eat too 
much, without suffering miserj. The drunkard is 
troubled wkh redness of eyes, bloated cheeks, and 
palsied limbs. The glutton, dyspepsj, gout, and a nu- 
merous train o( internal and external diseases! But 
shall we drive from the earth those blessings, because 
some men ,bave abused them? If God has placed them 
here as Mests' to try our obedience, shall we impiously 
dare to destroy them? destroy what God approves? an- 
nihilate what he has created? We know that God will 
bring good out of evil, foY we see it exemplified in the 
case of Joseph's brethren; and shall we call in ques- 
tion the means used by the Almighty in the administra- 
tion of his government? He declareis that ^he doetk his 
uill in the armies of heaven, and among iht ivhahitanlB of 
ihe earlh,^ Let us beware how we oppose the King of 
Heaven. He will govern his people in justice! 

The doctrine of 'total abstinence' is not therefore a 
bible doctrine; it is at war with God's holy word, and 
must be considered a human invention. What the Al- 
mighty does not approve cannot stand! Already it has 
lost its charm and novelty. The wheels roll very heav- 
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ily, and the Hiberahy^ are called to the work to rescoe 
it from oblivion. We are sorry to see some of our or- 
der disposed to take hold, of this work of extermination; 
for we believe it is not compatible with reason or reve- 
lation. Our brelhnn no doubt do it out of good mo- 
tives, but I am confident that ihey will not be able to 
revive the work^ for like other false doctrines, it has an 
appointed time. Already there are strong^ symptoms of 
her dissolution* Already she's — 

< Past redenoption, 
Ga'en in a ganopfng conaamption. 
Not a' the quacks, with a' their gompti«a ' 

Will ever mend her; 
Her flattering palse gi*B strong presnmption* 
' *N Death soon will end her.' 

If the friends of total abstinence would only be tem- 
perate in their measures, they might gain more prose- 
lytes (and I am confident they would more credit) a- 
mong men. But they, like the advocates of the false 
doctrines run info extremes, and are not disposed to 
bear but one side of the question. When a man enga« 
ges in the work he professes much benevolence for his 
fellow men, and would not do any thing to wound a per- 
son's feelings. This is a very fair profession, and 
would to God he would practice it. But wait until he 
is fairly initiated into office, clothed with a ^little brief 
authority y^ he soon grows warm on the subject, and be-- 
fore he knows what be is about he conjures up the in* 
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tobltants of the infernal pit/ places the grim Old King 
behind a hogshead of rucn in a distillery — sets him to 
retailing Bibles and Hum— blackens the character of 
respectable people, and throws community into disorder 
and confusion! Inquire the motive he has in thus dis« 
gracing humanity, and you will be gravely told — It is 
done out of pure ^disinterested benevolence,^ Benevo- 
lence indeedl Why a roan might as well set fire to his 
neighbor's house and plead bfuievolence as to blacken 
his character and ruin his reputation. 

I have said the abstinence folks go upon extremes. 
This is verified daily. But a few weeks ago, we saw 
an account, given by a certain editor,! of the proceed- 
ings of the second centennial anniversary of tho found- 
ing of Harvard College. This editor remarked that bo 
saw but one thing on the occasion, which was to him a 
source of regret. Well, what was that? Why he dis- 
covered intoxicating liquors — but as he has only men- 
tioned wine, we presume ^at was the only intoxicating 
liquor on the.table. The literati of New England, we 
«re informed, sat a bad example. 'An example, detri- 
mental to the temperance reformation.' We suppose 
by this as he has mentioned a 'free use of wine,' that 
the honorable gentlemen there assembled had a regular 
*spr€e.^ Else their example could not have been detri- 
mental to the temperance reformation — for temperance, 

I n il I I !■« 

• Rev. Mr. Cheever, Salem, Mass. 
t R«v. T. Whittemore. 
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af we have shown, signifies moderatioo. We do not ba^ 
lieve that they sat a bad example to the cause oftempe* 
rance^ but feel more charitable toward them than our 
brother. If there were some there who.dranlb.too much 
there might also have been some there who ate too 
much. We know not that our brother him&elf is free 
from this species of intemperance. If such be the caso 
the words of our Savior will apply, 'Cast out first the 
beam out of thine own eyoi and then shalt thou see 
clearly to pull out the mote that is in thy brother's eye. 
Luhe vi. 42. 

Again, the subject of abstinence has been made a po- 
litical question. Does any one doubt this? Let fact s 
s&ow that have transpired in this town! A gentleman* 
was employed to deliver a lecture on abstinence, in this 
village* He came according to appointment, and deliv- 
ered a philippic against tho temperate people — told his 
friends to carry it to the polls. To the polls, he cried, 
and put none into ofHce but what are abstinence men; 
To the polls they carried it, obedient to his commands, 
and strife and confusion ensued. Now we would not 
object to their carrying it to the polls, providing it were 
done understandingly. Many good, unsuspecting friends 
to their measures, do not discover their policy, and con- 
sequently are led to vote against their own political 
feelings. Do you wish to know how this is done? I 

can tell you in a few words (though not a politician.) ~ 

- - - - - - ■ ■ - ^ ^ ^ 

* Mr. Sargeaoty Boatoa. 
3* 
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This town is decided!/ in favor of the present admin- 
idtration. Those that are opposed are almost to a man 
abstinence men. Many of the latter have seized upon 
this enterprise, thinking that some republicans would 
sacrifice their political privileges, for the sake of putting 
them into oflice who irould not grant HicenseSj^ &c.— ^ 
Thus a Jackson roan is led to vote for a Whig, not be* 
cause hti likes his political sentiments, but he imagines 
that he will aid the cause of abstinence. By making the 
Iriends of abstinence believe that their object is to pro- 
mote their cause, they are caught with guile and are led 
to Tote against their brethren in politics. The object of 
the leaders in this speculation may be seen at a glance. 
They are at war with our republican government, under 
the guise of would bo friends to abstinence. 'A word 
to the wise is sufficient!' 

While on the subject of extremes among abstinence 
folks, I might direct your attention to the havoc that 
has been made among the unfortunate Baptists in this 
town. But I forbear! God grant that we may keep 
out of our ranks this desolation, which has come upon 
our neighbors, and preserve us from ruin. 

But am I told' if we have discovered evils among 
the leaders of the abstinence enterprise, we ought to 
take hold with them, and rectify the matter? What 
saith Holy Writ? *Be ye separate saith the Lord.' — 
'What concord hath Christ with Beliel.' Did we ap' 
prove of your abstinence measures, we should not fall 
ia with you. No, gentlemen! You must set a good 
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example, and shotv that you are worthy of our sup-^ 
port ! 

But we are informed that the cause is a good one, 
and we ought to be iengaged in promoting it! What 
cause is a good one? Ifyou roeanlemperance, we ac- 
knowledge it Is not only good, but a glorious one, and 
we will go with you heart and hand in preaching it a- 
mong men! But if you mean 'total abstinence,' we de- 
ny that it is a good one, and until you bring us a 'Thus 
saith the Lord,' to prove it, we shall oppose it. We re- 
collect that you once said, 'the temperate drinker was 
worse than the drunkard.' That you once called a good 
seritiment. But public opinion has made you take back 
the assertion; you are now endeavi'lng to wipe off (he 
reproach you have brought ugon your *good caust.^ — 
God grant that you may be successful in your labors! 

VYe are now told that the example of the temperate 
drinker is bad. But this is false; for God commands 
his children to be temperate and it is all that is reqiair- 
ed by his law. He loves the temperate man, and wo 
unto you who abuse him. The example of the temper- 
ate drinker is moderation, and if all men would imitate 
him there would be no drunkards. But you say, all in- 
temperate men were tmce temperate drinkers, so were 
b11 gluttons once temperate eaters, and shall we ab- 
stain from eating because some men eat too much.—* 
We might with the same propriety^ as to utterly al>« 
istain from drinking! 

But you say intemperance in drinking is such a great 



*rUZ BRAMBLI. si 

evil, that societies ought to be formed to put a stop to 
it. There are other evils in tlie world, 1 am confident, 
as bad as this. One especially that produces ns mucb 
misery, and corrupts society as bad as iutemperate 
drinking. Do you ask what it is! Look at your sev- 
enth commandment! Why not form a total abstinence 
society on that principle? 

Were it proper I might point you to families that 
have been ruined by this species of intemperance! t 
might point you to the heart-broken victims of debau- 
chery, who roll in filth and corruption! I might pre-* 
sent you with facts that would make— 

' E'en angels weep.* 

Humanity shudders at the crimes of guilt committed 
in our land. But come, ye disciples in favor of abstin- 
ence societies, come, buckle on the armor, and by your 
influence create an abstinence society against this vice. 
We pledge ourselves to furnish you with bible testimo- 
ny sufficient to warrant ynu in the enterprise. Surely, 
the cause will be a good one. And if it would be prop- 
er to form a society in the one case why not in the oth- 
er.^ We pause for a reply. 

No one doubts but what there is too much intoxica- 
ting liquor drank in our land. But to say no man shall 
drink any because some make too free a use of it is 
presumptuous in the extreme. Preach temperance to 
the people as the apostles did. But don't influence 
them to sign a pledge and make them hypocrites. God. 
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requires hfis creature man to be temperate not only ki" 
drinking, but in all things. Intemperance in language 
is a great^sin. And O, how much sin has been com- 
mitted in this town by this species of intemperance to 
further the abstinence measures! More, I'll venture 
f say, within five years, than by drinking ardent spir- 
its. 

Let the ministers of the' NeW Teistartient do their duty 
ifi pri^aching temperance to the people in connection 
with the gospel, and if they fail in reforming mankind 
by those means God h^s given them — let the civil pow- 
er of the land be put ttk force; Follow the example of 
opr selectmen,* and iH^will do more good in reforming 
the intemperate drinker than fifty sermon^ on total ab- 
stinence. This it myr candid belief, and I am nota- 
lone in this opinion. Eet drunkenness be puvtshed as 
a crime, and (hen will all men havejustice done them. 
Lock up the rich man who gets drunk on win^, with the 
poor laborer, who gets intoxicated on whiskey, and my 
word for it, you wi41 do more good by these means, thai 
by compelling people to sign that which they never 
mean to live up to. 

[f any man asks how much I would allow a person to 
drink of wine, &c. I would answer, 'Let no man judge' 
another, ^in meat or drink.' *To his own master he 
standeth or falleth.' All I can recommend is, 'Be not 



* Withio a few months they have carried two iodividaals Jto the 
faoase of correction. This neets the approbation of commanity. 
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drunk wJierein 19 excess.' So the apostles ;|>reache4, 
and 'so we preach.' 

There are many other points that I should like to no- 
tice, but the length of ^his Expose warns me to draw to 
a close. 

In conclusioii, let me exhort you, my fellow citizeps^ 
to be up and doing. The law of Athens at one lime, 
made it a capital offence, for any citizen to remain neu- 
tral in times ofdanger. Let U3 adopt this sentiment as 
out motto, 'Hang the banner on the outer wall,' and 
guard the rights of our r<%public. Should those of whom 
we have freely spoken marshal their forces at the ap- 
proaching election, then look well to your Interest.— 
'Let us see every heart ^ shield, and a drawn sword in 
every hand, to pr^eserve the ark of our political safety. 
Let there be reared a fabric upon our national consti- 
tution, which time cannot crumble, persecution shake, 
nor revolution change — but which shall stand among i^s 
like siome loAy and stupendous Appenine, while the 
earth rocks at its feet, and the thunder peals above i(d 
head, it shall stand firm and immutable as the nillai^s of 
eternity!' . 
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Sbv. Sir: 

I am much obliged to you fur the notice you paid 
t$j paropl^Iet in your paper of last week. I expecte.d 
tl)at you would oppo^ its sentiments, .and therefore am 
not wholly disjippninted. As a kick from a wise map 
.is far preferable to the flattery ofa fool, I will, by your 
permission, say a ^exv words by way of reply. 

You ent'reat the public not tp receive the sentiments 
of this pamphlet Jn question, as the sentiments of the 
Universalist community in general. You say you 
know they afo not so. Now when a man says he kno\p$ 
a thing to be true, it is a very easy matter for him to 
projre it* I deny that the Universalist community are 
to f^vor of the ineasnres of tjie total abstinence party; 
and I call on you to prave your assertion, or take buck 
the charge. Were you to examine the Universalista, 
OD this subject, you would not find but very few of them 
in favor of your measures. Out of the one hundred 
preaehers thAt^ve have in New York State, you will 
not find twenty an^ong them that will advocate the vio- 
lent measures of abstinence men. 

Whether the Universalist denqnntnation will regret 
^Iho publication of this pamphlet, or not, I .canapt jt^l; 
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bmt I do kaow many of (hem who do regret to find a 
professed disciple of Chtist at war with the King of 
Heavec. If 1 bad ad? fenced sentiments inconopatible 
with revelation, whj did you not say so? If 1 had giv^ 
en a wrong meaning to the word temperance, why, did 
you not show wherein? 1 endeavored to show how the 
Apostles preached temperance. If you feel disposed 
to wage a war with any one, direct your artillery a- 
gainst them. We will see that you have an 'Open field 
and fair play, and let God speed the right.' 

In the Bramble I showed that temperance and absti- 
nence had two different significations. That abstinence 
men had stolen the word temperance, (it being a sofler 
word) to further their measures. I did not, as you say, 
oppose the temperance reformation. But I did, and by 
the help of God I always will, oppose the iniquity and 
abomination of the abstinence party. The abstinence * 
people in this town, and in other places, deeply lament 
the Intemperate measures that have been adopted to 
promote their cause. But you, Mr. Whittemore, seem 
to approve of their conduct. I am informed that you 
once remarked in this town, that the common people 
always took the lead of the clergy in every thing, and 
that when the laity said tlie word tbo priest$ had to 
'knock under.' 1 can now use your language with 
propriety. 'I most deeply deplore the fact that there is 
a man in Mass. professing to be a teacher oX the Gos- 
pel, an herald of peace and good will to men, lehos^ 
itntimints are so far helow iht moral standard of the age^ 
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Come Mr. W, you must acknowledge that you abstia- 
ooce folks have become intemperate. Yea, as intem- 
perate in your measures as those Viho get daily intoxi- 
cated on Rum. Whether the .consequences are as bad 
will be an after considccation. 

But you say, you are 'sick with the bombastic style 
of this pamphlet.* I am very sorry that the truth has 
made you sick, Mr. Whiltemore. Your case rs a hard 
one. But let us see what can be done. Take and 
read the pamphlet over again. In it you will find 24 
passages of scripture; receive them as the words of 
Almighty God, and if they fail in curing you oi your 
sickness then call me a quack j^sjid say, my prescrip- 
tions are good for nothing. 

That there is danger sufficient to justify us in speak- 
ing warmly on4he subject, will hot be doubted, by any 
roan of liberty and equal rights. Temperance, has, as 
we have seen, been made a religious and political 
* Hobby,' to ride a few corrupt ans/ocrn/tcnl office seek- 
jBrs into power. Towns and communities have been 
thrown into commotion, by aspiring demagogues who 
would sap the foundaCioBOf civil justice, and overthrow 
our republican institulipns. Ought not every lover ef 
peace and good order, to speak out, and warn mankind 
of danger? Yes! *In tones of thunder!!' 

You say, Mr. W. that I attempted to show 4hat it 
was right and just, and a matter of duty for men to. use 
intoxicating liquors. So I did — and so I would now 
oontend. TVhat was stimulating drinks made for, if not 
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to use ? What did Moses tell the children of Israel to 
purchase wine and strong drink for, if he did not wish 
and intend to have them use those drinks? The scrip- 
tures do not recommend an intemperate use of them, 
but a temperate. I have never recommended stimula- 
ting drioks as a common beverage. But I have said, 
and do say, that it is the duty of every man, to use al- 
dohol, when necessity requires. It is, therefore not on- 
ly just and righlf but the duly of every man to use in- 
toxicating drinks. But no man has a right to abuse 
them! 

Speaking of the kind of temperance that I advocated, 
you quoted the following — 'If a temperance man is 
seen in the day time going to the store,' &c. Yes, Mr. 
W. I would have him go in the day time, not wait till 
After dark, as you will find described immediately after 
the last quotation! Yes! I would have him go in the 
day time. I do not believe the ancient people of God, 
waited till after dark, before purchasing their wine and 
strong drink; neither do I believe that they hid them un- 
der their cloaks, or under a Bushel. 

But again, you say, 'Now a man who makes no use 
whatever of intoxicating liquors, the author of this 
pamphlet will not allow to be a temperance man.*— > 
Surely not. Unless a man can be temperate in that 
from which he entirely abstains. A person cannot be 
called a temperance man in drink, unless he makes 
some use of it. And when an individual abstains from 
any article, the word temperance will not apply. But 
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jour views of temperance, Mr. W. must be peculiar to 
yourself. But a few weeks ago, you observed that anj 
use of intoxicating liquors as a drink, or beverage, was 
an intemperate use. Surely you did not learn that idea 
from Walker, Webster or Johnsoik Please inform us, 
how you come to that conclusion — for there'is vnsdom 
in the remark. 

^Such temperance men' (as are not ashamed to go ih 
the day time to the store, &c.) you think, 'will rally a- 
round my banner.' Thank you, Mr. W. they are the 
ones we want. Give us the temperance man, and you 
nay have the disci[^e of abstinence^ who under the 
garb of bypoerisy would 

*Stea] the liverj of the court of Heaven, to serve the Devil ia.' 

Fea, we will do more, we will throw the intemperate 
drinker into the bargain, for you are both upon ex- 
tremes. 

If you or any other abstinence man feel disposed to* 
take hold of this work, then grapple with the doctrine 
of temperance as laid down in the 'Bramble.' Show 
that God gave us wine and strong drink to curse us — 
that Jesus Ghrist and the Apostles were wrong in their 
views of temperance, and that temperance is abstU 
ttence. Yours Respectfully, 

JOHN GREGORY- 

Woburn^ October 28^ 1836. , 
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Finding that Mr. Whit(emore would not publish Iho 
fibove letter, I sent it to Mr. Skinner, Editor of the 
^Gospel Sun,* and requested him- to give it an inser- 
tion rn his paper. But he refused! urging that he did 
not wish to offend Ero. VVhittemore. Had this letter 
been addressed to any Orthodox Minister, these editors 
would not have hesitated a moment in giving it publici- 
ty. They are not so very sensitive about incurring the 
displeasure of their opponents as they are one another! 
V This fact confirms me in the belief of the report that 
is going the rounds, that there is a combination (with a 
particular few) in this vicinity against roe. When the 
Bramble made its appearance, a friend of mine being 
in the Trumpet Office, informed Mr. Whittemore that I 
bad received requests from clergymen to exchange.— 
Mr. VY. was quite surprised, and said with emphasi.^, 
that he should like to know the man that would ex- 
change with me. A short time ago, a Brother promis- 
ed to exchange with me in Dec. but on writing to him, 
on the subject, he changed his mind, and said he would 
rathef not, for the present. Two members of my so- 
ciety, called upon him, for his reasons. They asked 
htm if he had learned any thing against my moral char- 
acter. He answered in the negative. They then 
wished to know if be would not exchange on account of 
my views of Temperance. He repJied /^al was no ob« 
jection. But the reason was, he had learned from 
some of his ministering brethren, (undoubtedly at the 
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Trumpet Office,) that there waff difficulty in mj scib^ 
ciety. * 

But a few days since, another Brother, after promis- 
ing to exchange, and appointing a time to effect it, senf^ 
word, a day or twjo previous, that be wanted to dread' 
fully, but could not eonsctentioualy. No. He coukl not 
exchange with me, until the brethren around me would. 
fie had probably learned • from the same source, that:' 
there was difficulty in my society. 
After finding this state of things existing against me, 
sent a short communication to Bro. Skinner, on the 
ffubject, and received from Bro. Farnsworth, a line, ad- 
vising me, not to have it published* He stated that he 
did not believe my brethren would refuse to exchange 
with me — that he had a better opinion of the Univers^l- 
ist Clergy thian to refuse such civilities. He and the 
world may now see that brethren who knew nothing a'- 
gainst mf mojraJ character, have refused to exchange. 
And why ? Because they learned (no doubt from the 



* In par society there are a few individaals, who are oppoied t»- 
tke Bramble— bat the oomber it very small.- Where there is po^' 
againgst it, there are ten in its favor. And where is the society in 
Mass. that has not some members in favor -ef my sentiments on tem- 
perance? I'll ventare that one cannot be foand that does not contain- 
more in favor of bible temperance, than there are opposed to it in my 
society. Shonld I be justified in ref osing to exchange with any 
brother on acconnt of there being a half a dozen individuals io 
Mciety opposed to my views •f temperance? Jadge ye! ' 
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Trumpet Office,) that thore was difficulty ia my goci* 
etjr. 

But a jear ago, my brethren io this vicinity, installed 
me pastor of the first Univeraalist Society in Woburn. 
They then pledged themselves, to assist roe in prosper- 
ity and adversity. On my part I obligated myself to 
preach the word faithfully, to 'shun not to declare the 
whole counsel of God.' Let any man show that I have 
departed from the pledge then given, and I will peaces 
ably withdraw from (he order. 

On that occasion, they gav6 me their ftands, and I 
supposed their hearts, that they would stand by me,, as 
long as I remained worthy of their confidence. Had 1 
gone counter to the rules of the Gospel, their^duty would 
have boen to have expelled me, and not to have denied 
me the privileges of the ministry. But because I had 
the independence to lay my views of temperance, before 
the public, they have sought to ruin me by prejudicing 
the Brethren against me. Be it so. I know in whom 
1 believe and trust; and believing, I am bold in pro- 
claiming the truth. The Gospel I have taken for my 
guide, and I can truly say with the Poet-— > 

'Shonld all the forms that men devise, 
Assaalt my faith with treacherous srt, 
I*d call them vanity and lies, 
Aod bind the Gospel to ny heart* 

^Whoeo readetb let him understand.' 



*'THE HOE." 



I would apprise the reader tliat a pamphlet called 
** The Hoe" designed to uproot the '* Bramble," has 
•lately been published. The author, id bis haste to get 
his work out of the press^ forgot to furuish his " Hoe^* 
with a handle. The hoe is a tool designed for agricul- 
tural purposes, and is good for nothing without tbo 
necessary appendage. We, therefore, out of kindness 
to the owner, will furnish his Hoe with a handle. 

AAer furnishing his Hoe with a handle, we shall beg 
the privilege of handling his Hoe, and endeavor to dig 
up the Thorns, Thistles, and Briars which be has 
planted! A word oo the propriety of choosing a Floe 
to uproot a Bramble. 

Every man should possess a sufficient degree of wis- 
dom, to enable him to select such implements as will 
be«l suit the octasion on which he designs using them. 
For instance, a wise man would not undertake to hew 
down the trees of the forest with a penknife, nor over- 
turn the Alleghany Mountains with a tooth pick; there* 
fore, in choosing implements to bring about any desired 
event, due caution should be paid in selecting those 
that will prove the most effectual. The Hoe, there fore, 
instead of being a proper utensil to uproot the Bfamble, 
is, as we have seen, only fit to dig around its roots, 
'V causing it to grow and spread with thegreaterrapidityl 
Aod who is the author and owner of this celebrated 
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Hoe? Geo. P. Oakes, a " Type Setter/' of Boston. 
Whj,did he not put his name to his splendid production? 
Because he was ashamed of the brat^ and like an un- * 
natural father denied it of its birth right; and thus the 
illegitimate thing — 

** Deforzo'd, mifinisbed , sent bef«re its time 
Into this breathing world, scarce half made np. 
And that so lamely, and unfashionable*' 

that not an honorable man in all this mighty kiugdora 
feels willing to say a word in its favor! Why, what an 
angrateful man this *^ Type Setting" disciple of absfi- 
nence must be? 

But who is Geo. P. Oakes? Let facts show. He 
is the individifal who printed my work, called *^ The 
Bramble." Being desirous to have my pamphlet pub- 
lished, I called on Mr. Abel Tompkins of Boston, and 
requested him to do the job. He employed Geo. P. 
Oakes to do the work. I was told that I could have it 
in one week, Saturday or Monday. On Monday I 
went to the office of Geo. P. Oakes, and he had just 
commenced the work. J entered into conversation with 
this genilemanf i^nd he informed me, if 1 mistake not, 
that he had never joined an abstinence society, and that 
he could not approve of the violent measures of the 
total abstinence party. My work was delayed one 
week, and a celebrated character of this town, says he 
read the proof sheet of the '^ Hoe " the same day that 
my work arrived in Woburn. The Bramble was delay* 
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ed one week beyond the appointed time, and the Hoe- 
ctme oat the same day that my work was fiaishodf **A 
word to the wise is sufficient." 



THE PREFACE OF THE HOE. 

The author informs us that on exaraing the Bramble; 
" Momus destroyed the equilibrium of his philosophy.** 
Whether this man lost hi^ philosophy in perusing my 
work or not, . I cannot say, but be has surely shown 
himself wanting in sound judgment. We honrever feel 
disposed to think ho never had any philosophy to lose. 
But he does not pretend to answer my pamphlet serious- 
lij* Why then does he otidertake to argue some parts 
of the subject m a grave and serious mfKiner.^ yea, why 
does he wax so eloquent and pathetic on certain points. 
Surely some parts of the Hoe would drftw tears from a 
^rind^ stone! Thh sapient tt^pe setter acknowledges that 
this is a free country, that every man has a right to 
express his opinion on all important subjects, and thea 
falls to alHising me for opinions' sake in the most ua- 
charitable manner — 

^*0 judgment, thon art fled to brutish beasts. 
And men have lost their reason." 

As to the duty which prompted me to write the 
Bramble, I would inform Geo. P. Oakes, that it was a 
religious duty arising from a desire of promoting the 
cause of truth and righteousness^ and ho will find that 
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^atj enjaiDed upon all mankind, in the Holy Scriptures* 
This kind of morality (not arising from toleration, the 
commaods, or permission of men) Mr. Oakes will find 
in that Book, of which he appears to he totally unac- 
quainted. But the author of the Hoe quotes Scripture; 
80 does the Devil when necessary, and no one thinka 
him any the better for it. Mr. Oakes is not acquainted 
with my friends who solicited roe to write the Bramble. 
1 have taken the trouble to collect the. names of a few 
sodividuals in this town, and as for their loving gin 
toddy, «ct* better than the disciples of abstinence, I do 
not believe. There is this difference, however, the 
former drink what they wish in the day time, while the 
latter wait till afler dark. Instead, therefore, of pray- 
ing, *^ Preserve me from such friends^" I lament that 
we have DO more of them. I expected no favor from 
the abstiaence people, and therefore am not disappoint- 
ed. I knew that but very few of them would be willing 
to practice on the injunction of oar Saviour. '^ All 
thiogs whatsoever ye would that meo* should do unto 
yott, do ye even so to them." I however, ask no man's 
friendship, unless I can have it on honorable terms. 
Let the public judge whether I have held out any in- 
ducement in the Bramble, for men to live temperately. 
All I ask is, let them judge righteous judgmentl Infi" 
dels may not find any inducement in my work, for men 
to live soberly, for they do not believe the Bible. Be- 
tween intemperance and abstinence, temperance moat 
stand, and I have yet to learn that she is in any pre* 
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^icament-— for intemperance and abstinence are as wid^. 
apart aa are Heaven and Hell!! 



THE HANDLE FOR THE HOE. 

Id handling the 'Hoe,' we shall endeavor to keep m 
far from that low, imlgor, and alanderouB style in which 
it is written, as we possibly caa. But at the same time^. 
as Mr Oakes appears to he the offici^tl organ of the total 
abstinence party in Massachusetts, we shall use the rod 
and scourge him severely for his imjyiousness in daring 
to injure us by peMonai invectives. Had I ever assail- 
ed this gentleman, or wronged him in any way, he 
might have had some excuse for heaping upon me abuso 
and slander. 'But no : he cannot say that I ever injur- 
ed a hair of his head. Can he say the same of me ?— 
No f By misrepresenting my statements, and calliiig 
me a Minister of unrighteousness, and insinuating that 
I was « tipler and a drunkard, the impression has gone 
abroad, where I am not Jcnown, that 1 am s^ch a char- 
acter as he has represented. I would inform Mr Oakea 
that there is a law against Slander : And I would hara 
him beware— lest while he thinketb he standeth, ha 
meets with a fall. He 

•*Who steals my purse, steals trash : 'tis sometbiog, nothing : 
*Twas mine, 'tis bis, and has been slave to thousands ; 
Bat he that filches from me my good name, 
Roibs m^ of that which not enriches hiQi» 
And makes me poor indeed." 
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The author of the Hoe Mys, ''The Bramhle corn- 
^ifnences with an addres^ to the 'Kind Reader/ whom it 
ccharges to 'read, pause and consider.' I shall endeav- 
or to do so — but fear when the author charges his read- 
ers to 'consider,' he is fightjng against his own cause J' 
Now had Mr Oakes complied with my request, he would 
rfiot lay under the charge of retaining my Manuscript 
until he could prepare an answer. As for fighting 
.agaiastmy own cause by entreating the reader to pause 
.and consider, I have no fear of the result: for it is those 
who do not consider, that fall in with the total ahstinenco 
» measures. 

He goes on : f'l never happened to hear of any very 

active Agents or Lectures in the moderate drinking 

cause." What does this man mean by moderate drink- 

ring ? Why, such as I 'd'enominate Bible temperance.' 

Then this maii never heard any lectures on Bible tem«. 

^^rance. Where has he been all the days of his Hfe, 

4hat he has not heard any one. lecture on so important a 

• topic ? Can Jt be possible that he has attended the 

meetings of Fathers Ballon and Streeter, \vithout hear- 

stog them declaim against intemperance, and urge the 

fiecessity of temperance in all things ? But he says-« 

-"I never knew ao advocate of moderate drinking (i. e. 

«f Bible temperaiKe,) to exert his «ner^ieB to put down 

immoderate drinking.^^ There is not a clergyman, 1 

sfresume, in the city of Boston, but what is in favor of 

moderate drinking, when it is necessary* and that is all 

ifor which I contend. Consequentlyi Mr Oakes never 
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knew a man to preach against drunkenness without h« 
belonged to a total abstinence society. 'How is it, ye 
venerable servants of Christ, who have worn out rour 
livet. in preacliing the doctrines of the New Tesfnmenr? 
Have you never exerted your energies against inrnnod- 
erate drinking? A stripling has risen up in your midst, 
who has attended your meetings for years, and declares 
he never new a Bible temperance m<tn to war agnioat 
drunkenness and dissipation. I verily believe Mr OaUca 
knew better when he made the declaration. 

^gain, Mr Oakes says: "In Ann-street or B^oad- 
streetj c^f this city, he might drum up a great many re- 
cruits." 

The Ann-street and Brond-street votaries of Bacchus, 
with all their sins about them, 1 verily believe are as 
free from crimes and iniquity, as' are the violent disci- 
ples of abstinence; who abuse every man that will not 
fall in with:their measures*, yes, as free from iniquity 
as those hot headed zealots in. the /abstinence cause, 
who prowl around the country, and scatter discord and 
disusion. The drunkard does not attempt to deceive; 
but the abstinence man does, and by his intemperate 
zeal destroys the peace and good order of society. I 
plead not the case of the drunkard, but that ofthe tem* 
perate man, who has been insulted and abused, without 
just cause. Mr Oakes thinks that many of the Ann* 
street gang would rally around my banner. I would 
iaform my antagonist that were I to have my choice 
batween that gang and the same number of abstinesqn 
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fUetTf who have patronized '*Tho Hoe," 1 would choose 
the former : far I might possibly, by preaching tho doc- 
trines of the Rible, reform some oftheui, and by so do- 
ing imitate my Master, \vho thought it not beneath thft 
digtiHy of his station to eat and drink with publicans and 
sinners. While the latter, professing so much be* 
uevolence, and possessing so muck self-righteousnes8| 
trould b<i loo much like the old Pharisees — " Stand by 
thyself, come not near me, for 1 om holier than thou/^ 
He says, *^ but this mighty man of Wob«rn does not 
inteifd to be very moderate in dealing his blows upon 
theTEMPEnANCE Cause." 1 have never spoken a<Tain^ 
my own cause and sincerely hope I never may. Agaiiic 
*^He has conic forth with full powers, as Salan-s Pteni* 
foierdiartj .'" WeM, it were better to serve the Devil 
on honorubh) terms, than to do the dirty work of men 
who are ashamed to do it themselves ! But what s'aith 
Christ i 

•*If they have called the master of the house Beelzebub 
bow much more shall they call them of his household.'^ 
He says — "Here we begin to learn that this Mr Gre- 
gory (whose name we do not recollect to have heard 
before,) is one of the great men of^the earth." Doea 
Geo. P. Cakes mean to sav that he does not know me ? 
Let me introduce a few facts. I was introduced to him 
more than a year ago, and probably have spoken with 
him more than a dozen times since. And still he sayt 
he does not recollect of hearing my name. On the see- 
on d Sundiiy in November, 1835^ I delivered an addreM 
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before tho **Young Men's Unirersanst rnsfittit*/* fer 
whreh Geo. P. Oakes lyeloogs, and »ln>rtl^ after receiv- 
ed tbe following:—* 

BosTeNi Nov. 2a^ 1835. 
RBV.JoHti Grboort — 

DsAR Sir: 

It oflTorda me much plea^^ 
•ure to inform you Chat at a regular meeting of tho 
<( Boston IToung Men's Umversjilist InstitutBi" 
jott were unanimously admitted as an honorary mem* 
ber. Your presence ia requested whenever you cao 
make it convenient to attend. 

Yours very respectfully, 

George C PiPSRy Bee. Sce^y. 

From these facts, no candid man will doubt but that 
^ George P. Oakes was well acquainted %vith me, and that 
he told a falsehood to make the readers of the Hoe be- 
lieve that that disgraceful production was written by nt 
stranger. O, how much sin there is committed by advo- 
cating a bad cause ! 

Again, Mr Oakes quotes the following passage from 
the Bramble : <^We believe your measures are corrupt > 
your policy bad, and your zeal witliout knowledge.' In 
reply he says, ' If our measures are corrupt, it is be- 
cause they are not used. The moderate drinker wiU 
never let his measures get rusty.' This is a specimen 
of the caviling of the famous author of the Hoe. Why 
did he not come out like an honest man^ and ackaow- 
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ledge (hnt the measures of the total nbstinence partr 
were bad, (as they acknowledge themselve:)) and thank 
me for stirring up their minds in remembrance, that the/ 
might sin no more? '^The moderate drinker will not 
let his measures get rusty !^' I should like to seethe 
measures of the abstinence man, but he keeps them 
locked up, and only uses 4hem in cases oC siclcness, PU 
venture to say, liow.ever, that iTiey. are not rusty, for 
most of these abstinence people are sick as often as wea 
the man who joined a total abstinence society, and that 
was every day. His wife remarked that stie wished her 
husband would go and take bis name from tbe " pledge/' 
as that allowed him to drink ' alcohol/ when sick, nnd 
added, ' it is twenty days since he joined the abstinence 
society, and he has been sick every day since.' 

As for ibe " nefarious men in England «nd America" 
reforming so mafiy drunkards, I do not believe. Where 
they have reformed one 4nt-eaiperate man on alcohol, 
iKey ^avo made ten drunkards on an intemperate zeal. 
Hence it is only throwing intemperance in another 
channel. 1 do j)ot believe there is any difference in the 
sin, between intemperance in drink, and intemperance 
in passion. But I have yet to learn that thtere are leas 
drunkards now, than there was seven years ago; even 
those £ogltsh and American reformers, eUcd to appear 
before me,no Joubt manj of them would be found want- 
ing! 

Rut Mr, Oakes sAjre aiy arguments are tortorioua 
d irratienaK Tbia cornea with an ill grace from one 
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who has not discernment sufficient to dbeover the fore0 
of an argument. 1 should think another lesson in the 
jchool of a certain Jlhstinenee SpeculaloVj would be quiter 
an improTement. to this Type Setter. Let him look to 
it before he attempts again to scandalize, one he d^em 
aot know. He thinks Mr. Gheever's conduct has been 
as irreproachable as mine. That may be; hut by t her 
good providence of God^ we were oevcr whipped for 
abasing our fellow creatures^ nor shut up rn prison for 
slandering our neighbors. Mr. Oakes Can undoubtedly 
say the same. But had I slandered Mr. Oakes as he 
has me^ I certainly should be fearful of going out of 
doors after darkl 

The insinuation of Mr. Oakes that I had disgraced 
the pjuipit, when he knew nothing about me, 

'* U base, and poor, imwortby of a nan ^ 
To write a 8crolI» so fiUsiiioiis and base.*'^ 

J}ut the witty fable — Lord presefve the lamhf our ria^ 
htlity was somewhat excited when we read this, and 
we could not refrain from exclaiming—- 

" Yoo have a nimble wit; 

I thlflk it was made'of Atalaata** heela.'^ 

Jgain. our author' qtiotes*-*-^ I have heard « great 
nady lectures on temperance^ but I nerer heard but 
one that exhorted people to be temperate in the Bit>lo 
acceptation.'' To this he remarkst "What! only onef 
It appears then you fiible toiDperaiice (people are not 
▼erjr i^eaiotts.'^ This perversion of tbo meaning of my 
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language nau^t, I think, have been seen by every en« 
lightened person who has read the Hoe. I wrs speak- 
ing of lectures devoted expres^Yy fo the subject of 
temperance — tfnd by my saying I had not heard but 
one that advocated temperance in all things, he 
draws the conclusion that there never was but one 
delivered by the advocates of Bible temperance; well 
might he say, '< Momus destroyed the equilibrium of 
my pbiYosophy.*' I believe bespoke the truth. But I 
would inform Mr. Onkes that T hardly ever preached 
a sermon in my life without exhorting my hearers to 
live sober, temperate, and well ordered lives; and 1 
believe I have done as much good in this way^ by 
preaching Bible temperance, as many have in pFeach' 
ing the system of total abstinence, unconnected with 
the gospel. We do not emptoy agents to lecture on the 
subject of temperance exclusively, for this reason: we 
would have every man do his duty in his own neighbor- 
hood, in persuading people to l^rve religiously. W9 
believe that if every temperate man, would do his duly, 
intemperance would soon be banished from the universer 
Let them try it, and see what effect it would have upgn 
cummunity. 

But again! After quoting a line from fhe Bramblei 
in which I declared that Solomon did not belorrg to 9 
total abstinence society, be remarks — **Any one would 
draw the same conclusion from the writings of Mr, 
Gregory of Woburn." Then of a truth 1 perceive 
there is an affinity between Solomon's views of teaope* 
raaee and mine. You do me honor over muchf 
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Bat our antagonist grows seriaus and attempts io 

argue the point that total abstinence is temperance. 

This is certainly cummendable, for argument ia far 

preferable to abuse. Well, how does he attempt to 

establish his premises? By quoting my dialogue with 

his abstinence brother. This brother intbe Branfible 

told me that he did not drink any wine or strong drink ^ 

and still called himself a temperance man. Mr. Oakes 

takes up this subject for his friend and advocates his 

cause. Mr. Whitteinore and others have quoted the 

aame dialouge, and given in their credence against me. 

I then must contend with these mighty champions, or 

give in that I am in the wrong. Some Poet has said 

** A mail convinced figainst bis will 
Is of the same opinion still.** 

My will not being convinced, I beg leave respectfullj 
to dissent from them in opinion. You will bear in 
mind, kind reader, that the man in the Bramble save 
}ie does not drink any wine nor strong drink, and still 
calls himself a temoerance man in drink, for it was of 
\ drink that we were speaking. Taking the defini- 
tion I gave of the word temperance in the Bramble, 
1 cannot perceive how that word can apply to any 
thing of which we do not partake. Temperance ie 
the modejate uae of any object. Abstinence is the 
disuse of any self gratification. But if temperance bo 
total abstinence, then to totally abstain from all acting 
«od drinking, would be temperance. Well, Mr. Oakes 
liow do you like this conclu9ion? You say temperance 
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» abstinence, (hen Isay to abstain from M things would' 
be temperance! Will you try it again yorick? 

Mr. Oakes does not like wy illustration, (hnt absti- 
nence is not temperance, by the man's going to Boston. 
I cannttt help it, the person was a thorough |;oin<^ ab- 
stinence man, and started for ihe city, Oct. 10, 1836, 
and should he not meet with any whirlwinds, storms, or 
tempests, he mny possiblij reach BostonSy spring. Call 
at the Temperance Journal Office and inquire! 

It will be recollected that I asked the question in the 
Bramble, Why the apostles did not fomr' (hemsel?t?r 
into a total abstinence society. To this Mr. Oakeg- 
•ays — " The circumstances in which the apostles were 
placed admitted of forming but few societies of any kind, 
like lambs among wolves, hunted up and down like 
leasts of prey, but few advantages were afforded them 
for organizing and mnnoging what in this our day, can 
be done with every facility at oar beck." Admitting^ 
this, I wish to propose one single question: Did the 
apostles look upon wine and strong drink to be deadly 
poisons? If so, would thoy not have left a command for 
future generations to war against their use? Most 
assuredly they would! Now show us the book, chap- 
ter and verse, where any of the apo!«tles have spoke» 
against the temperate use of those drinks. Come, we 
challenge you to the work! Bring forward your strong 
proofs, if any you have, or abandon the field. If they 
considered a temperate use o^ wine and strong d: ink 
wrong, or injurious, they have said so some where id 
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^\o Bible, and' vwi are authorised by ihetn to form total' 
abslineoce "societies ngainsl those drinks. Now to thd 
frork and show us your auihofily for the course you 
iiave taken. 

Our opponent says again — ** Our aatbor very trium* 
pbanlly quotes Paul's advice to Timothy: *Drink no 
longer water, but use a little wine for thy stomach'j 
isake, and thine often infirinatles.' Asthisii the only 
place in the New Testament where wine is recommend-* 
ed, all modprate drinkers make the most of it.' ^Drow- 
nitig men tvill cdfch al straws,^ is the old saying aad 
I'his is credent, by the handle Mr. Oakes makes of 
PauTs advice to Timothy. This is the only place 
we are informed, where wi^ie is recommended in the 
Bible. We'll spe. About 1800 years ago, if I mis- 
take not Mhere was a mnrriage in Cana of Galilee; and 
the mother of Jest^s was there. And both Jesus and 
his dii^ciples wore called to the marriage. And when 
they wautejcl iviney the mother of Jesus saith unto htm. 
They have no wine. * * ♦ And there were set there 
fiix water-pr»ts of stone, after the manner of the purify, 
ing of the Jews, containing two or three firkins apiece. 
Je-sus saith unto them, fill the water pots with water. 
And th^'y filled them up to the brim. And he saith unte 
them, Draw oul now^ and hear unlo the governor of th$ 
feast, andlhey bear it. When the ruler of the feast had 
tasted tha water that was made wine, and knew not 
u hence it was, (Init the servants whiv'h drew the water 
knew,) the Governor^of the feast called the btidegrooitt 
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i^tid^ailh onto htm, every man at the beninninr; doth set 
forth good wine; and when men have well drunk, then 
ihat which is worse: but thou Uast kept liio good wtoe 
until now.' Here the great Savior of mankind changes 
water into wine, and not merely recommends but^om* 
mancfs his servants to bear it to the governor of tlM 
feast. *ycs» he actually changes waler, ptire cold wa- 
ter into what the abstinence people call ^poison.'* Willi 
this fact before his eves, let Geo. P..Oakes hide him- 
self behind the sitatlow of his own invisible greatness! 
But again, t^iul says: ^I3e nut drunk with wine, wherein 
is excess., — Kphe. v. J 8. Now what does this lan- 
guage imply? simply that the people whom he address- 
ed must not make an intemperate use of wine. He 
docs^not say., you must not drink a drop ef that ^Drag- 
gon's Blood.^ But 1 recommend you to drink teifViper- 
ately. Do not -drink to excess. The very language 
shows that they miglit use it, if they would not drink too 
much. But if he had considered it as bad as many 
people do in our day,-bo would have commanded them 
to entirely abstain — to join a '/otai cbslinence 89ciely,^ 
Many, I recollect, have, said with scorn, when I have 
brought these arguments forward for consideration, *0, 
you can prove any thing by the Bible. It is like an 
old fiddle, you can play any tune upon it you please.'-— 
Let us then turn Infidels, and burn up our Bibles! 

Again: Our author says — *Mr. Gregory has Intro* 
diced several passages of the Old Testament, to ahoinr 
4biit wipe aodfttrooj; :driak was permitted by Rlonen^ 
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and recommended by Solomon. AdmiUing Ihefpail^-me 
•re yet to learn tiiat the wine;ind tjie stroiig drink, us^ 
ed in that day, were as ruinous in their effects as those 
used now .' Now 1 would have the reader examine 
those pai^sages in the Dramble, and then read the re- 
<narks of our opponent upon them, and if he does not 
exclaim — O, Mr« Oukes, *TI|om art mpre puzzled thua 
the Egyptians in their feg!' I shall be much mistaken. 
^As ruinous in the)r efiects.' Strange indeed! Those 
drinks produced intoxication in the days of Noah and 
Lot, and surely they do no more in our gener^tion..-^ 
The people, in the times of Moses might not have got 
drunk as often as some folks do now, but then there is 
00 dojibt but what they acted as ba^. But we ar6 in- 
formed that 'many things were permitted under the 
Mosaic dispensation, th^t are not permitted now.' He 
^coentions polygamy, and triumphantly asks, would Mr. 
^Gregory recommend polygamy aod promiscuous love 
.4o the practice o( Christians? By the aid of truth we 
shall endeavor to sweep away the sophistry which this 
vdisciple of abstinence h;9is used, and show the weakness 
of his argument. :He partly acknowledges^ that Mrine 
,4nd strong drink were permitted in the days of Moses. 
Let us hear what the great Prophet saith. *Thou ahali 
bestow that money for w.biit.soever thy soul desireth; for 
,oxen, ot* for sheep, or for trine, or for strong dnn/;!*— * 
Here is an express command, to the children of Israel, 
io drinM wine and strong drink. 

NoTT.let us see if lyir. Oa|(Cv9 has produced a com- 
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<TnaDtl in favor of the evil he mentions as rxpllcit at I 
^fcave iiH favor of wine or strong drink, flo has made 
•<he declaration (hat the hible permits Polysfamy. Can 
he adduce any proofs to show that the Almighty sane* 
<ioned a law in favor of that vice? No. Ho may 
search the Bible from Gen. to Rev. and he cnnuot find 
a word ic. favor of that species of intemperance. There 
is no Law of God in favor of Polygamy. It i* incom* 
patib!e with reason and revelation. J^it Mr. Oahea 
says it was permitted, and insinuates that it is as lawful 
to pr^ictice Polygamy as to drink wine or stron«r drink. 
O thou blessed Savior! forgive their wonted nitnck up- 
on thy wisdom, and pardon the rash intemperate man, 
who has dared to blacken thy character. Ptjlygamy 
vas permitted, so was Stealing, Lying and Sivcaring 
permitted; but were men justifiable in committing those 
Crimes? Mr Cakes has been permitted to abuse his 
fe41ow creatiires, but then he had no authority for se do- 
ing. 1 leave you to judge kind reader, wI)othcr our 
opponent has answered my arguments in favor of wine 
or strong drink. 

Mr. Oakes fays, *we really believe that Mr. Grego- 
ry has mistaken the banner under which he professes to 
t)e enlisted, and that instead is^ being a minister of the 
Gospel, he is a preacher of unrighteousnoss.' If ^lA- 
-dicating t|ie doctrine of temperance he nnrighteonsnesa, 
ifien have I mistaken the banner under which I hate 
enlisted. 

Again. 'He cornea (brtli to fight against troth aof 
6 
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righteousness, with the Bible in his hand.' If the }f •^ 
temperate measures adopted by the abstinence party be 
truth and righteousness, then have I come forth to figbl 
against them. 

.Once more. 'He enforces the duty of all men Iq 
drink liquors moderately^ in the most violent manner.-' — 
This is false, and a specimen oi the Moral Honesty of 
my opponent. 

He says — ^He approaches the door of the sanctuary^ 
with a keg of whiskey lashed to his back^ and fights « 
hard, with tooth and nail, for admittance.' The reader 
may be at a stand to know the meaning of thi^ 
last quotation. Were we to understand it literally, 
then Air. Oakes would have the world believe, that we 
are in the practice of carrying a ^keg of whiskey,' into 
the meeting house^ on Sundays^ to treat ou,r friends. — 
Ha, ha. Quite accommodating. But w.ere we to un- 
derstand it to be a reply to my remarks on using wine 
at the communion, which undoubtedly he meatU, then 
the unjustifiable attack upon the Holy service will be 
discovered. Had not the author of the 'Hoe' better 
examine himself and see wh#it>er he is for or against 
the great Redeemer of .mabkind! Sp.eaktng of intem- 
perance in drink, I remarked that there were other e- 
vtia as bad, and having mentioned the breach of the 
£igh(h Commandment, asked why they did not form 
aeciettes to put a stop to that vice. Our Author, ii^ 
remarking on the subject, labors hard to make the rea- 
der helieve that we are opposed to Abstinence societies 
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66 the- ground that their advocates do nbt form socie- 
ties against incontinence. 

We were then arguing the impropriety of forming so- 
cieties against any particular vice! And meant to be 
understood, that in our opinion, \t was not consistent to 
form societies, and spend all our time in warring a- 
gainst one species of intemperance, while others were 
allowed to destroy the peace and good order t)f society, 
and plunge the human race into the dark gulf of corrup-* 
tioD. We believe that societies such as ^Jinli Gamb- 
lingy'* *^nii Swearing,^ ^*>^nli Slavertjy^ *Anii Tea and 
CoffeCy' ^Moral Reform,^ and ^Mbslinence Societies,^ have 
a bad tendency; that the cause of truth and righteous- 
ness is injured by them and that the very measures ad- 
opted to support those societies, tend to increase drun- 
kenness and dissipation. We have had a little experi- 
ence in this matter, aftd we do know, that wherever the 
measures of the abstinence party have been urged, that 
Che cause of Temperance has suffered. To besure they 
may prevail upon a few intemperate men, to leave off 
their sinful habits, for a few days, and may gain a large 
number, to sign their pledges, but then they disgust the 
most sensible of community, with their intemperate 
proceedings, prejudice the .people against one another, 
break up societies, and the peace of neighborhoods, 
and make others as intemperate as themselves! The 
measures therefore adopted to bring about the remedy, 
are worse than the disease. 

But Mr. Oakes says, intemperance in drink, is the 
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^father of all crimis.^ This is a very common saying^ 
but nevertheless, a false one. Is Gluttony, IncontiQ-* 
ence, (?amblingf, Swearing, Murder, Stealing, Forgery, 
Arsun,,and lh« long cafniogne of Crimes, wtiich black' 
en the pages of hislory, produced by intemperance iii 
drink? Wo know ihat men nave committed crimes, un* 
der tbe influence of intoxicating drinks, but to Fay thai 
intemperance was the 6rst eause of their sinfulness is 
what no honest man will admit: and if Mr. Oakes' 
cause of total abstincnee cannot be supported by the 
truth, I would advise him to abandoivthe ground he has 
Uiken. 

Our opponent says — *But does our author propose no 
means t'cr putting a stop to intemperance? Oh, no.'— 
Kow for a specimen of tl>e inconsiet«nry of Mr. Oak«s. 
He asks a question, and then nnswers it m the nega- 
tive. He then proceeds to give the means which I pro- 
posed. 'Let the mioisters of the Wew Testament do 
Iheir duty in prraching temperance to the people, in 
•on&ection with tlio Gospel, and if they fail in reform- 
ing mankind by those meam God hras given them, let the 
civiil power of the land be put in force.* This unjusti- 
fiable contradiction I trust v^ill not be overlooked by the 
reader. According to the reasoning of Mr. Oakes, the 
New Testament furnishes no means, to nut down in-» 
temperance. This is perft:ctly in keeping with other 
Infidel sentin^enls, expressed in the *Hoe.' Strange 
indeed, that nu n professing the christian religion, cai>: 
swallow down such sentiments! This reminds me of aj^ 
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tnecdoto. When Burchard was at Montpelier, Vt. a 
Terj respectable old man, (and who by the by, was a 
Methodist preacher,) was asked how he liked Mr. Bur* 
«hard« The old gentleman ren^arked that his preach- 
ing and the effect it had upon community, reminded 
him of the Robin and her young. When the robin re- 
turns from her journey after food, her young will open 
wide their mouths and receive whatever the old bird 
gives them; and as they generally live on worms, they 
always get more or less dirt with their food. It is so, 
added the old man, with Mr. Burchard's hearers.— « 
They are willing to receive all that he gives them, and 
I for one think that he gives them more dirt than he 
does worm. This anecdote will apply to Mr. Oakes 
and his friends. i 

We say that the Bible furnishes means sufficient to 
put a stoj) to every species of vice, among the children 
of men, and one great reason why there is so much in- 
temperance in the land, is because the doctrines of tem- 
perance, as laid down in the Scriptures, have not been 
faithfully preached. Many have sat any thing but a 
good example; and instead of lising in thej first instance 
those moral persuasive means which Christ used to re- 
form mankind, they have poured out their denuncia- 
tions of wrath, and hardened the transgressor in Int- 
<iuityl 

It is well known that drunkenness, like other crimes, 
is punishable by laiv. The Revised Statutes of this 
Commonwealth, declare. Chap. ISO, Sec. 18. 'Any 
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person who shall be guilty of the prime of drunkenneaw 
by the voluntary act of ajiy intoxicating liquor, shall for 
the first of]*ence) be punished by a fine not exceeding 
five dollars, and for any like offeace committed after the 
first conviciion, shall be puni^ihed by a fine not exceed- 
ing ten dollars, or by confinement in the House of Cor- 
rection, for a term not cxceedirrg three months.' 

Now I would ask, why do our civil ofllcera neglect 
ix> enforce this law upon all whu break it? Why is this 
law permitted to remain a dead letter upon the Statute 
Book? Whoever heard of a man's being punished by the 
laws of the land, fur drunkenness, unless he had commit-' 
led some additional cr)me,under the influence of stimula- 
•ing drinks? Such cdscs are rarely to be found. The rich 
man can revel day and night upon his delicious wincS| 
abuse his wife and children, und riot over the misery 
ho occasions, and ho can do this too, in the face and 
eyes of the guardians of the public peace. But instead 
of beinnr punibhcd, like the poor man (who being not so 
fortunate as his brother in iniquity,) he is suffered to 
fiolate the laws with impunity, and riot in dissipation. 
Were the law against (^unkenness enforced with as 
much strictness as the law against stealing, there would 
not be a tenth part of the intemperance among us that 
now prevails. Hut justice, even Ivanded justice, is per- 
verted, and lengthened into a trade. The wealthy, for 
a paltry sum, can purchase a license to get drunk every 
day, while the poor man being deficient Hnihe one thing 
needful j^ must be locked up in prison and suffer the pe- 
aalty of the law. We complain not of the execution of 
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the law upon the poor man, but we want no partiality 
used in tc.e- mailer. We would have the rich and the 
poor placed upon a level, locked up in the same apart* 
inent, wear the same clothes, and eat the same bread.^- 
We would have this done faithfully, in every case 
where the law vis viohited. Let this be done one year 
for an experiment, and Pll ventuie it will do more good 
than all the abstinence lectures ever delivered. 

But it may be said that were our laws put in force 
as strictly as I would have them, our Housej of Cor- 
rection would soon be overrun, &c. Well, would it 
tarnish the glory of our government by carrying her 
laws into effect? Suppose she should be for a (ew 
years at a greater expense than though she djd not ex- 
ecute her laws, ought she not to make some sacrifice 
for the public good? Would not her desire to promote 
the cause of order and virtue be extolled by other na- 
tions? Yes; they would copy her example. As mat- 
ters stand now, it savors too much of partiality to pun- 
ish one half of those who transgress the law, and sufT'er 
the others to escape. If then the law against drunken- 
ness, be a righteous law, then execute righteous judg- 
ment, and let no man violate it without receiving its 
just demands. Bat if that law is not founded on justice 
and men ought not to be punished for drunkenness,thca 
hoist the flood gates of licentiousness and prate no more 
about intemperance! 

The next remark worthy of notice is the following— 
^wedo not know that it foLlowa^ mankind will beeome 
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hypocrites when they sign a pledge.^ Whether the na(« 
ural tendency of total abstinence measures do make 
men hypocrites or not, I will not say. But 1 do know 
that there are more hypocrites among the ranks of pre- 
tended abstinence men, than any other society in chris- 
tendom. The Rev. Mr. Taylor, in a lecture delivered 
in this town a short time since, confirmed the assertion 
that I made in the Bramble, that there were hypocrites 
among the abstinence people. I thank Mr. Taylor, 
for the information he has given me; and as Mr. Oakes 
says: 'It is unfortunate for the argument of Mr. Grego- 
rvj that he is obliged to point out a solitary instance, 
where he insinuates that an abstinence man has beea 
guilty of a breach of propriety.' I would introduce one 
instance, to show that our -enemies themselves being 
judges, confirms all I said in the Bramble respecting 
hypocrites. 

Mr. Taylor remarked, (and called upon the Rev. Mr. 
Bennett for confirmation,) that at a late convention of 
theirs, a young man was appointed to deliver an ad- 
dress. The evening before, it was ascertained that he 
had been carried home in a state of intoxication, and 
that he was very frequently found in that situation. — 
The time arrived for the address. The orator appear- 
ed and delivtered his message; all admired the beautiful 
style in which it was written. But the fact being 
known that he was drunk the night previous, destroyed 
the efiect that the address would have produced, had 
bis hearers not known of bis intemperate habits. Her 
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vas permitted to preach totui abstinence^ when Ihosfl 
iiho appointed him fcir that purpose, actually knew ihal 
he was so drunk the n (;ht he fore that he bad lo be cslv* 
ried home!! Comnix3ut is umiecossary. 

I once knew a yoiin^ man, wbu vvaa turned out of an 
abstinence Rociety for drinking a spoonful of wino at ft 
wedding. He went to some of. the members of the so* 
ciety and infttrmed them of the circumstanco. They 
(old him that if he had nut reported it, ihey should not 
have lhon;;hl any tiling of the niatt«:>r. But as he had 
told of it publicly, they felt it th^^ir duty to excommuni* 
eate him! Am 1 wrong, then, in sayiog that those ab- 
stinence leaders nuiko hypocrites of their followers?—* 
No. For said those who were the most clamorous a- 
gainst this young man, Sf you Ijad not told of it, W9 
should let it pass.' *That is, 'if you had played the hyp* 
ocrite, as we have^ and kept still, we would not hav^ 
turned you out on any consideration.' 

I would then lift up my voice in warning all who havo 
not been caught in the 'Lim6o,' to beware, and not siga 
an abstinence pledge. Your character would not be 
safe among them, for should you make a mistake, you 
will he ranked with the drunkard. The best pi*«venta- 
tive from being burnt is to keep out of the fire. 

But Mr. Oakes has quoted the old hackneyed story 
(I believe it belongs to Mr. Whillemore, as he has used 
it in most all his lectures,) about the immortal band at 
Philadelphia, signing the Declaration of Independence^ 
and compares the signing of that memorial, to the 
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jiledge of an abstinence society. Let us examine the* 
two Cases and see if we cannot discover some difier- 
ence betwc^en them. 

In the first instanciei, the signjng of the Declaration 
of Independence was ybr liberty. The actors in that 
drama, did not sign away their homes, or their country, 
but merely pledged themselves to support their coun- 
try's freedom from the encroachmepts of their enemies. 
They gained thei\r liberty and independence, by digning 
and maintaining that immortal document. They be- 
came freemen!! 

Now in order to have the pledge of the abstinence 
party analogous, it must not dieprive man of any bless- 
ing or privilege. But how stands the case? Have not 
the members of abstifience societies, signed away anjr 
of their privileges? Is not a temperate use of wine or 
strong drink, when necessity requires, beneficial? It 
surely is. Have the disciples of abstinence the privi- 
lege of taking those drinks when they please? No. 
How then have /hey signed for liberty? It is all a 
farce. The pledge which they have signed deprives 
them of their liberties; yes, they have signed a pledge 
to bcv^Jme slaves! I 

One quotatron more, and we close. *' Our antagon- 
ist ha^ indeed proved his moderation in one thing, he 
has made but a moderate use of the scriptures.''' In 
the Bramble I quoted upwards of twenty passages of 
Holy Writ to prove my doctrine of Bible temperance. 
Now let us see how many Mr. Oakes has introduced 
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;inlo his Hoe, to prove his doctrine: Not one! No^ 
He went strictly upon the principle of total abstinence. 
The scriptures did not suit his ears, and therefore he 
waai pnder the necessity of dealing in falsehood and 
assertion. That cause is indeed a poor one, that 
cannot be supported without resorting to the pitiable 
.measures of slander and misrepresentation. 

1 have thus endeavored to answer the remarks of the 
author of the Hoe, on the Bramble. Let the puWic 
judge whether 1 have done it faithfully or not. 

In conclusion I would say, that while .we have life or 
limb, we will oppose spiritual wickedness in high places. 
The cause of temperance has too long been made » 
political and religious hobby by designing men. Too 
long has it suffered, by its pretended favorites. We 
would lend a helping hand in rescuing it from.destruction ! 

We jshall therefore ppppse all qneasure^ that we deem 
injurious to the peace and welfai;6 of community. We 
shall maintain the rights of the temperate man. We 
shall oppose all encroachments upon his liberties .an(| 
privileges — yes 'sink or swim, live or die, survive or 
perish,' we will stand by the temperate man uptil the 
last spar goes overboard ! ! ! 

Let then the lightnings Hash around us^ apd the t^fauiip 
ders roll above pur heads, trusting in Almighty God^ 
Ke bufiet the pelting of the storm, a^ ride on triumph- 
antly through the noisy swell of prjde and pppularity, 
and come off 2|t last 'conqueror and more than conquer- 
^Tj ia him yi\^Q hatb joyed ns^ and giyep (i.ipqself for %§? 
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•^ Let year moderation be known nnto nil men.^* / 

Phil. iv. 5. 

This is- an eventful era! An era in which the public 
ttniud t^ agitated to a considerable extent. We look a- 
-reund upon community and we discover man at vari« 
,ance with his fellow man — brother ujrninst brother and 
father against a son— we inquire the caui^e. of all this 
discord and disunion, and we discover mankind at war 
with one another, on speculative noliouj^, and influenced 
by aspiring men. Instead of invesliga^ing doctrines in 
ja cool, dispassionate manner, party strife, rancour, ha- 
tred, and animosity ensues, and the truth or fallacy of 
those doctrines are not even called in question. 1 atn 
tberefore of the opinion, that there is more noise and 
confusion in the world, than sou-nd argument and plain 
common sense. 

We profes8<to 4ive in a country where every man's o- 
pinionis'tole rated and respected. A country of Kberty, 
independence and equal rights. No man here, is justi- 
fied in hiding hia light-, but on tlie contrary, is exhort- 
ed to let it shine, that the world may know his opinion 
on all incportant subjects. If he refuses to come bold- 
ly out| -and featlessljr maintain what he believes to be 
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God's Holy Troth, he is called a coward, and that, to 
use a common phrase, *ie on the fence, ^ That he dare 
not for the sake of popularity, speak out the honest 
sentiments of his heart. A man of this character, I 
may remark, is never considered an honest man. Of 
all beings in the world bis case is the hardest. God 
deliver me from ever acting so inconsistent a part. I 
would • come oat in the face and eyes of the whole 
world, and speak the truth «ind trust in God for the 
consequences. The consequences! What care I for 
consequences, if I preach the truth ? This is a land 
of liberty! Who says so? Our forefathers, who spilt 
their heart's blood in its defence. What do they de- 
clare? Speak thou illustrious dead! Speak thou im« 
mortal band, who art basking in the sunshine of eter- 
nal glory! 'Every man's opinion shall be i:espected,' 
Enough! All I ask of you my beloved bretheren is te 
respect this motto of those venerated saviors of your 
country. 

O that those noble and generous hearted souls were 
.still living! Tbey would teach this degenerate age, 
a lesson worthy of the Poet's pen, a lesson worthy of 
remembrance. They would assail that intderate spir- 
it so prevalent in our day, and contend earnestly for 
the rights of man. They would teach us that liberty of 
.Fpeech, and the right of private judgment, are sacred 
and invaluable. That it is not only right, but the duty 
4>f every man to speak out in vindication of truth wheth« 
jer men will hear or forbear, 

7 
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But O^ 'bow the gold la, changed, aad the fine gold 
become dimned!' The time was, when every man'^ 
opinion was considered sacred until proved false. But 
how is it DOW? Let but a man in these perilous time9 
sp*eak what he believes to be the truth, and if it doe9- 
not exactly harmonise with the popular: doctrines of the 
day, he is abused, reprobated and condemned; ye», 
without the 'benefit of clergy.' Now how are we to 
get at truth, unless we have charity sufiicient to 
examine with candor important suii^ects. We cannotr 
But how often do we hear one party in this boasted land 
of liberty, exhort their opponents to come out and take 
a decided stand, to bring forward their strong argu- 
ments for examination. To vindicate what they believe 
to be true. They are thus encouraged, with the assur- 
ance that their sentiments shall be resp/ected, and no 
man abused. Let but one dog bark in opposition, and 
where is the charity of these pretenders? Gone witb 
their religion to seek a clime elsewhere. Yes! but 
let one man speak, and the whole camp of the Philis- 
tines is in an uproar! His character is assailed, his 
motives called.in question, and he is looked upon as an 
^upholder of unrighteousness.' 

I have been led to these remarks by the opposition I 
have lately received for publishing the *Bramble»»— ,- 
The party to which I belong have been importuned by 
temperance lecturers, to publish their side of the ques- 
tion. W^ complied with their request; for which, we 

have been slandered and abused! Be it so. We are 



uritling to suffer for (he cause of Bible Tempferance. — 
Let then, the bigot frown, and the superstitious rage. — 
Let them hurl their anathemas at our heads. We will 

*< Stand the hazaid of the die.'* 

And by the help of that God, who 'maketh the cloutls 
his chariot, and rides upon the wings of the wind,' we 
will overcome our enemies. I am truly sensible that 
in opposing the measures adopted in our day to sup- 
press intemperance, that I shall have to contend a- 
gainst the prejudices of mankind. Many good people 
seem to think that it matters not what measures we 
take, if w^ only make men temperate — that in this case 
%e 9nd justifies the means.' But differing as I do 
materially from those people in the, choice of means se- 
lected to reform mankind, I beg leave in this public 
manner to dissent from them in opinion. J deeply la- 
ment, that our teachers have so far departed from the 
geniuii of the Gospel as to use means of their own, (in- 
stead of using the means God has given them,) to bring 
about a reformation among the intemperate. 1 lament 
that I am under the necessity of standing here in this 
desk to vindicate the views of our holy fathers, on the 
all important subject of temperance. But such is the 
fact, aod 1 will not flinch from my duty. I only depre- 
ciate my inability of doing justice to so good a cause. 
Let truth be our motto, and righteousness our aim! 

'I^et your moderation be known unto all men,' says 
the Apostle. I design in this discourse, to speak t^ 
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ofils tliat do exist io community. And as we are cotti^ 
inanded to let our moderation be known^ let us inquire 
into the definition of that term- 

^Moderation,' says Doct! Buck, ' in his Theological 
Dictionary, ' is the state of keeping a due mean be*- 
tween extremes: calmness, Temperance, or equanimi- 
ty. It is sometimes used with reference to our opin-- 
ions.' St. Paul says, 'A)r I say through he grace of 
God ^iven unto me, to every man that is among you, 
no4 to think of himself more highly than he ought, to 
think, but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt 
lo every man the measures of faith.' Rom.xii. 3. ^In 
general it respects our conduct in that state which 
comes under the description of ease or prosperity; and 
ought to take place in oiir wishes, pursuits, expecta- 
tionS| pleasures and passions.' 

As moderation signifies temperance, I would call 
jour attention to a few particulars in which we should 
be temperate. And 

1st, in drink. I would have you, beloved friends, 
temperate in drink, from the strongest. stimulant manu- 
factured, down to the purest cold water that can be 
obtained. I say I would have you temperate in drink. 
Now what do 1 mean by this.^ You all, I trust, know 
the meaning of the word temperance. If you do not, 
when you go home, look in your Dictionaries. Mil- 
ton's views oti this subject, are expressive of my 

opinion. — 
•* There is, said Michael, ifthoa well observe. 
The role of not t^o much by temperance taogbt^ 
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111 what thon katest and dUinkeit, seeking from thence 

Due noDrishment, not gluttonons delight, 

Till many years over thy bead retnrn; 

So inay'st thon live, till like riper fruit thou drop 

Into thy mother's lap, or be with ease. 

Gathered, not harshly plucked, for death mature." 

Now would all men live up to the rule of temperance 
here laid down by Milton, there would be no intemper- 
ance in the land. Every itian would eat and drink for 
'due nourishment, not gluttonouis delight.' This I 
think will not be denied by any person. Taking it' for 
granted, I would ask, wherein consist^s the 'damning 
sin.' Iftherulein itself is good, and all men would 
derive benefit from following that rule, how can it be a 
sin to practice its requirements? I for one cannot see* 
the propriety of saying that tefnperance in stimulating 
drinks is sinful. If it be urged that men will not live 
up to its requirements, and therefore the rule is bad on 
that account, I would argue that by the same reason- 
ing, we might condemn every rule and precept of our 
Savior. For all his requirements were discarded and 
set at nought. Yet all will acknowledge his rules 
were good in themselves^, and if obeyed would bring to 
the soul substantial happiness. If, therefore, it be ar- 
gued that the rule of temperance as expressed by Mil- 
ton, is bad, because men will not live up to it, we might 
with as much propriety, contend that Christ's rule» 
were licentious, because the Jqws would nqt em- 
brace them! Should it be said that were not Temper* 
,7* 
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»nce in drink held out for mankind to foIlo*Ar therft 
would bono intemperance in our world, and conse- 
quently, all the misery attending those who disobe^r 
and violate the rules would be spared, we might say 
that if Christ had not come into.theu world to establish 
hi« kmgdom of truth and righteousness, the Jews might 
have been spared from those terrible judgments Heav- 
en sent upon them, for disobeying his commands. — 
Hence if a rule in itself is good, its violation dues not 
millitate against its goodness. And were every crea- 
ture in the universe to go counter to its requirements, 
it would not lesson its value one fraction. \Ye may 
then lay it down as a well established point, that tem- 
perance is good, and worthy of our particular attention 
both for temporal enjQvnvent and the popular action of 
life. 

But it has been sa4d that 1 have recommended tfie 
every day use of stimulating drinlvs to people in health. 
This is false. I challenge the world to produce an in- 
stance of the kind! Will those who bavo made the 
statement, take back the assertion^ 

1 would have every living soul in the Universe, Jive 
on tbe strict rules of temperance. But I do not under- 
stand by this, that a person in' order to be temperate, 
must make a frequent use of alcohol. No! A man can 
he temperate by taking it once a week or once amentK, 
when necessity requires. It is a very wrong opinion 
some have, that if a person is going to live up to the 
>Biblo doctrine of temperance in drink, a man mast have 
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Ilis morning dram, his eleven o'clock, four o'clock, and 
evening libation. This in our opinion would not be tem* 
perande, but the reverse, for it is morally impossible 
for a man to use stimulating drinks in this manner, 
without impairing his health. One drop more than the 
constitution of man requires would be intemperance. 

From what has been published against my views of 
tenoperance, the reader may be about to say, that I now 
advocate a -different doctrine from4hat laid down in the 
Dramble; for it is there contended, in the illustration 
of the man's going to Boston, that a person in order to 
1)6 temperate, in an article, must use it well. So I now 
contend. But 1 have not said that a man must make 
an every day use of that article. The person who de- 
signed going to Boston, would have jour.neyed tempe- 
rately, nad he not gone more than one rod in twenty- 
four hours. But as he did not journey at all, the word 
temperance would not apply to his case. In that sim- 
ilie, I merely illustrated the principle that abstinence 
M'as not temperance; and I have yet to learn that mjr 
views wer€ wrong on the subject. 

But i am aware that my views of temperance are not 
in unison with the popular -doctrine of total abstinence, 
as held in modern times. In looking over the roioutee 
of the Universalist association, held in New Howley, 
Mass. a short time since, I found the following wise re- 
solve: *' Resolved ,Jhat the true ground of temperance 
is total abstinence.'' In this case,'the apostle ought to 
have said, instead of ' Let your moderation be known,'' 
^c, ^ Let your abstinence be known/ &c. Ittisila- 
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mentable fact, that rnaay people in our day are willing 
to swallow down the most monotinous absurdities, mere- 
ly because they are recommended by the literati. We 
are confident that if our brethren can digest the asser- 
tion, -that temperance is total abstinence, they are not a 
whit behind those mentioned by our Saviour, who we 
are informed, would '* strain at a gnat, and swallow a 
camel." 

Let us suppose our forefathers, who poured out their 
heart's blood at the battles of Yorktown, Saratoga, and 
Bunker Hill, had gone on the principle of temperance, 
as held by the clergy — in resisting the invadihg army 
of Great Britain, who came to burn our houses, murder 
our wives and children, and to destroy and pillage our 
cities; where now would be the happy home of the op- 
pressed and the free? Gould we exclaim with patriotic 
triumph, here is the land of liberty, gained by the labors 
of Washington^ Jackson, and other brave heroes? Alas! 
had they gone on that principle, monarchy and aristoc- 
racy, twin-sisters, would now hold peacea1;>U possession 
of these United States,* and the black flag of the op- 
pressor would even now wave " over the land of the 
free, and the home of the 4)rave." But it was to 
their temperate zeal and discretion, that enabled them 
to overcome their enemies. We may suppose for 
instance, that when the British made a charge upon 
the Americans at the battle of Bunker Hill, that every 
man, instead of struggling for life aYid liberty, remained 
9fntlQi}«**^'. and thus carried out the principle of total 
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vbeiinence; But then we readily perceive thai had our 
brave countrymen acted en this new Tangled systeffi, 
we now should not be able to boast ofo.ur freedom and 
independence! Since, therefort, a man cannot be tem- 
perate in any thing, from wluch he entirely abstains, let 
me ask, why do all lecturers on abstinence wish to make 
(he people believe that they aro engaged in the cause 
of temperance? I believe I can prove this question 
without much dlHicuIty. The word- temperance is a 
smoother word than abstinence, and they can easily 
dupe the people, and- make them believe that there is 
fto difierence between them. Temperance is abstinence ! 
who says so? Why the Rev. T. W. and S. C, and 
they being great msi), no one will drspute but what they 
know all about the matter. This is the way one half of 
mankind reason. They pin their faith on the sleevps 
of others. But I fear not to declare that there is as much 
liifTerence between temperance acd abstinence,. as there- 
rs between light and darkness! 

Let us now endeavor to ascertain whether the views* 
advocated by those ^^vho style themselves abstinence 
men, are compatible %vith temperance as In id down in 
the Bible. We are extremely anxious for mankind to 
hve up to the precepts laid down in that book, but we 
are not willing for men to profess to be wise above what 
is written. On , this ground we stand. We do nni 
wish people to attempt to improve on that book, until 
they live up to its requirements. When men do this, God 
«ill doubtless give them a new revelation. Paul says 



to the Gallntiand; '^ But the fruit of tfie Spirit is love 
joy, peace, long suffering, gentleness, gbodness, faith , 
meekness, temperttnce , against such there is no law." 
Was not Paul niistaken fhink ye beloved hearers? He 
says, against a man that possesses the virtue •f tempe*- 
raoce, there is no law. Our modern teachers contend 
that the temperate man is worse than the crunkard. 
One of the Two must be in the wrong. Judge, 'ye can- 
did! Again — ^<As Paul reasoned of temperance &c. 
Felix trembled."" Had Paul reasoned of abstinence 
would Felii have trembled? I think not; for undoubt- 
edly, abstinence would have suited his case best. Ue 
had been guilty of persecuting the christians, and war- 
ring against the religion of Jesus, and to escape all just 
punishment due to his crimes, was no doubt more desir- 
able tharr to receive a juflt recompense of reward. I 
thef«^re think Paul did not sav much about abstinence. 
for if he had the governor would not have trembled. 

We now pass to state our objections to the entire ab- 
olition of all stimulating drinks — And 

1st: We object to total abstinence on the ground that 
alcohol has done good. Yes, stimulating drinks^ have 
saved the lives of thousands, where nothing else could. 
And as they were sanctioned b^ the God of Heaven, 
we object io their abolition. If, however, it can be 
proved that the Prophets, Jesus Christ, or his Apostles, 
have in any one instance, spoken against the prudent^ 
temperate use of wine or strong drink, then let *^ 
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timony'be prodctced, and we will abandbn the ground 
we have taken. If any law has been recorded by those 
wise servants of the living God, then show, us that law 
and we pledge ourselves to cease warring against the 
abolition of all stimulating drinks. But until this can 
be done, we shall feel justified by the lawsof God and 
man, to continue firm and steadfast in the course we 
ifave taken. 

2d: We object to total abstinence societies on the 
ground that they cannot be supported by the Bible. 
This the leaders of those societies acknowledge, and 
.consequently -we object to them on that very principle. 
Every sincere believer in the Christian religion^ must 
rbe willing to ftdmit that the Bible is a perfect rule of 
right, and that no human invention can be devised, ot a 
superior nature. Hence if men have sought out rules 
which cannot be sustained by the Bible, they have, in 
one sense, denied the power and efficacy of God^s Law. 
The Bible contains Tules to gujde us in putting down 
drunkenness, and intemperance pf every species. To 
throw^ that book aside, and favor societies on human 
authority, instead of usifeg the means God has given us, 
is presumptuous ,in theextreme. It is virtually saying 
to the Deity, ^^ your rules^ and your laws are not suffi- 
cient to reform mankind, aiad therefore wk, lords of the 
earth liave devised other means to bring about that ref- 
ermation which your laws were not capable of produc- 
ing. We have improved upon your system of refer- 
nation, and we are now going to show you that you 
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»did notiievtde tfafe best means and measirrea to refom 
mankind.' I appe^al to the christian, if this is not th» 
legitimate conclusion, from the course these disciplea 
of Abstinence have taken, and as a lover of pure and 
un defiled religion, I entreat him to examine well this 
subject. 

S, I am opposed to total abstinence societies be- 
cause they ruin the very cause t|)ey wish to promote. 
And this is done by the intemperate measures that are 
adopted. To show the course that is usually t^akeatet 
us go to a town where they are about setting up a so- 
ciety on the principle of entire .abstinence. A lecturer 
> is employed to discourse on Ihe sin of iotemperance. — 
Men, women and children flock together, as if 'they 
never heard their minister reprobate drunkenness in all 
their lives. The lecturer in the firs£ place attacks the 
.drunkard; describes him as beating bis family ki the 
most cruel manner.^ Holds up «11 his crimes, and ag- 
gravates all his faults, and caricatures him in svoh a 
manner4hat the Pevils themselves would be ashamed 
of his company. The consequence of which is, the in- 
.temperate man becomes vexed, mad, and disgusted. 
That very lecture. causes bim to seize the cup with a 
.vigorous grasp, and confirms and hardens him in his 
sinful habits. He is told to beware how he meddles 
with the liquid damnaaon, lest he, in an unguarded 

* Mr. Taylor, the Seairen's preadher of Boston, remarked, a short 
^me since, that the drankard bad heei^ represeoted twenty iim^ii 
jrone than he really was ! 
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•nomenf, fakes fire and is blown to the four wiods of 
Heaven. Stories are told a'bout A B and C, who hav« 
taken fire, and had their insides burnt out, as clear as 
you could burn out your chimneys on a rainy day.— • 
That the drunkard has often drank whiskey cot of the 
skull bone of his wife, and that he has even sold the 
bones of his legs to purchase rum. Now how many 
^o you imagine, my hearers, this kind of lecturing 
would convert? Just as many as it has converted, not 
« single soul. Next comes the temperate roan who 
flirinks, say once or twice a weelc, when necessity re- 
quires. He is attac1<ed in the most nnclraritBbfe man- 
ner, and is exhorted to come forward and join a total 
abstinence pledge. He commences reasoning en the 
subject. But is told to throw reason to the devH, as all 
drunkards reason precisely the same way. He refuses 
to sign, urging that he never was drunk in all his Kfe, 
and contends, that he can do more good in the cause of 
rafional temperance, than if he were to sign a pledge. 
He is then told in plain broad terms, that he is worse 
4han the drunkard who wallows in the mud and mire 
of our streets. Well, what is the consequence? Snre- 
1y if the man 'has any feelings of honor, and possesses 
•one grain of common sense, he will take U as an inst)lt» 
«nd leave them to wallow In their own cerru|ytion.— * 
Tha lecturer not satisfied, goes to the female part of 
1)18 congregation, and with his head under their boa* 
jiets, after the manner of the celebrated Jedediah Bar' 
4hard« importunes them to throw their inBoeoca iota 

f 
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the sacred and holy cause, bj signing a total nhsktn* 
ence pledge. He then goes to little children, wha 
know no more about an abstinence society than the 
creed of Mahomet, and gains their consent to ha?e 
their names enrolled upon the list. And thus doing 
the most sensible part of community are completely dis- 
gusted, and that class who need reformation, are harci- 
ened in iniquity. These things I have seen and I do 
know that the very course taken by these hot headed 
zealots, is detrimental to the cause of temperance. As 
an example of the recklessness of one of the great lead- 
ers of abstinence, Col. Stone, in his life of Matthias, 
the impostor, has the following. 'This dialogue was 
given roe by a highly valued clerical friend, and which 
took place between him and a violent temperance 
man.' 

" Well, Mr. , supposing Jesus Christ came on 

earth again, and should happen into a prayer meeting 
ofyour disciples, and as he entered, the whisper should 
go around that be had just come from making wine for 
a festive occasion^ where the party bad already drunk 
pretty well before, would yoti ask him to make a 
prayer? 

''No," (striking his fist on the table) <Uhat I would 
not!" was the reply. 

Where is the christian who does not shudder at the 
shocking impiety of this pretended follower, of Christ? 
From this lesson of human depravity, you see to what 
lengths these abstinence people go, . Ought not every 
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lover of temperance, of peace and good order to set 
their faces aga'mst such impious proceedings? I hear 
you say yes! see then that you do your duty. 

I have more objections to the measures that have 
bean adopted to suppress intemperance, but have not 
time to notice them at present, I wilt merely add, that 
if the friends of total abstinence should succeed in driv- 
ing wine and strong drink from our country by petition- 
ing Congress, as one extreme follows another, another 
class of our citizens wouldsend in petitions against the 
use of meat; for according to the Graham system, more 
lives are destroyed by eating flesh, than by drinking 
rum. * « *■ (So reasoned Col. R. M. Johnson, oa 
the Sunday Mail Bill. If we stop the mail on Sunday 
for the Orthodox, we roust on Saturday for the Jews, 
&c.) Hence, if Congress should pass a law against 
drink, they would be petitioned to pass a law against 
meat, and as tea and coffee are injurious, and other ar- 
ticles too numerous to mention, (i. e. to some individu^ 
als,) petition af\er petition would be sent to that body 
a gainst their use. And if the day should ever arrive 
that this state of things should take place, thei a man 
seen with a leg of mutton under his arm, would Be ta- 
ken up and tried by Judge Ly nch's Law, and executed 
by Judge Lynch's Authority. 4t is a lamentabfe cir- 
cumstance,' said an opposer of the Graharoites, the 
other day. 4hat ^hese people^ after getting our appe- 
lites and teeth in their pockets, are not content, but 
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want our judgment!' This remark wifl apply equ nil/ 
■8 well to the disciple of abstinence in drink. 

But we are informed that the abstinence people do 
not wish to abolish all stimulating drinks from the land; 
they would have a little kept in the Apothecary shop, 
for medicine. This brings to my mind a circumstance 
that I am informed, took place in this town. I do not 
vouch for the truth of the story, but have no doubt but 
what if our Physicians should carry their point in trans- 
ferring alcohol from the store to their own premises, bui 
what (he circumstance I am about to relate, would 
toon be verified. A man having joined an abstinence 
'pledge, went to a physician wha belonged to the^same 
society, and asked for a glass o^ alcohol. His disease 
was such, that ho was confident strong drink would 
kelp him, as be had previously been troubled with the 
same complaint, and the same prescription had cured 
him. The man had conscientious scruples about going 
tathe store after his medicine, for he thought it would 
set a bad example. The Physician gave him a glass of 
alcoholy and the patient was soon relieved of his dis- 
tress; but when he came to inquire the price of the 
strong drink he had taken, you may judge of his aston* 
ishment, when he was informed that it was only titbn- 
TT FiTB CBiNis ! ! ! So much for retailing ardent spir- 
its io the apothecary shops, and ^o much for the specu- 
ation! 

I for one would as lief the tavern keeper or the 
atore keeper should make tke profit on those medicintz^ 



as l^e pbyaiciaO) and I do oot believe they would s&avc 
their patients half so bad. This placing intozicatipg 
drinks into the apothecary shop, and allowing the pro- 
fessed disciples of abstinence to purchase whenerer 
they are sick, will not in my opinion, be productive of 
accelerating the temperance reform. 

Having noticed some of the inteqaperate measures 
that have been adopted to suppress drunkenness, and 
their bad tendency^ we would now leave this part of 
our subject, and remind the hearer that although we 
are opposed to abstinence societies, and all other soci- 
eties for the suppression of any particular vice or im- 
morality, yet we are not opposed to the object designed^ 
to be effected by those societies.. No. The object we 
honestly believe to be good; but we are confident the 
measures that have been adopted are bad. For a num- 
ber of years past the advocates of abstinence have ex* 
erted all their influence against wine and strong drink. 
Had they followed the rules laid down by the benevo- 
lent Author of our religion, there would have been no 
opposition. AU would have felt it their duty to have 
thrown in their influence ^ainel intemperance and 
joined in tjie general reformation. But, when some few 
individuals waxed over-righteous en the subject, and 
declared eternal hostility against the man who should 
dare to drinK a drop except ordered by a physician, a 
division took place, and I verily believe it will exist 
until the abstinence party comes back to the original 
standard of temperance. Not another step can the ab- 

ee 
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stinence feaders go on this subject. This is Verified hf 
ibt acknowledgment of the Orthodox managers^of absti* 
neoce, to the Universalists, and other liberal people .-» 
We have done, said they, all we caa do. If jou, bjr 
taking hold of thrs work, can revive the abstinence 
caus^y you shall have all the credit. Money was of- 
fered, and popularity being no small incentive to ac- 
tion, tho work was recommenced. Had these liberal 
men taken the bible for their ground work, and on it 
hoisted the banner of temperance, no reasonable being 
could hare objected — but instead of so doing, they re- 
Tivcd those corrupt measures which had proved so 
manifestly injurious to the cause of temperance in the 
h-and^ of others, and like their predecessors, abused 
every one that would not subscribe to their dogmas.—* 
Erecting these standards as infallible they issued their 
^Proclamations,^ and commanded all to fall down and 
worship the idol, abstinence, under penalty of their dis- 
pleasure, and everlasting ill will. Those who have 
refused to bow the knee, have been vilifi'edand slan^ 
dered beyond measure. But ///ei/, even they have gon» 
the length of their chain, and their craft has been 
wrecked up6ti the murddy shores of ' contention and 
strife r • ' ''A- • 

, Coercive means never reformed a man of intemper- 
ate habits. This fact is self evident. ¥ou knock a 
pernon down and you wo\]}d hat-dly be able to convince 
^im that yon was his friend, and that you done it out of 
P«re aff(^ctjoii.. He would be apt to think aji Faiher 
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Murray did, when they stoned him in Boston, for prea« 
ching Universal ism. Your arguments, said he, are 
weighty andsoHd, but not very convincing. Mild mea- 
attres are the only ones that can have any good tenden* 
cy in reforming mtinki-nd. The person who has rend* 
ered himself miserable by a sinful course of living, must 
not be despised, but must be entreated with gentleness 
to forsake his evil ways; we should go to him in the 
spirit of brotherly love, and evince the purity of our 
motives, by laying before him the benefits resuhing 
from a (cqipcrate and well ordered life. We should 
bear bis interest upon our hearts, and manifest a friend- 
ly spirit towards him, even though he were sunk in the 
lowest pit of moral degradulion. Were we to treat the 
iDteroperate man in this gentle manner he would feel 
that he waa respected, and would struggle hard against 
hie evil propensities. He would- reciprocate our friend- 
ship and strive to do better. Havfng gained his confi- 
dence, by mild treatment he would feci in duly bound* 
te leave off his intccnpcrate habits. He would rcalixe 
that he was not wholly abandoned, and thet the apirit 
of humanity yet dwells among his brethren, fint alas! 
The reverse of this has been practised, and the man of 
intemperance has Imd^jnst c^.use of coraplaini. When* 
ever our worthy disciples of abstinence have seen a poor 
worn out traveller, who by seme irresistible €ircum« 
stance has been reduced in psoperty, end who in hie 
distress went to the bottle ibr comfort, they have, in* 
etead of takiog him by the band, and assistirg biai t* 
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ibi llyeeessaries of life, bid bim ia tones of tbuoder, to 
hf gone, and not appear again to disturb their quiet- 
ness and ease. And adding insult to misery, they have 
hardened the heart that might by gentleness and love 
have been saved from ruin! Let there be a reformatioii 
among those who set themselves up as public examples, 
before they attempt to reform mankind. Let them learn 
that the fruit of the spirit of the christian religion is 
^Love, joy, peace, long suffering, gentleness^ goodness, 
faith, mQekness and temperance.' 

2. In eating. It has been said that ther^ is more 
misery and sickness occasioned by eating, in our coun- 
try, than by drinking. This we do not know, and 
therefore, we shall not take it for gractted. But we are 
confident there is too much intemperance in eating 
among men. We oflen find individuals who, by over- 
eating, bring upon themselves a numerous train of 
bodily diseases: th^ gout, and dyspepsia^ are some of 
the effects of intemperance in food. We think there is 
but little differenoe between the man who eats too 
much, and he who drinkf too much; both are evilsy 
and should be avoided. *' The drunkard and the glut- 
ton," says the wise man, ^^ shall come to poverty." 
Here glnttony is ranked with drunkenness — and very 
justly to6--»for it produces as bad coasequences. The 
maa who eats enpi^h at one meal to last a conmoa 
man a week, ought most certainly to be placed on a 
level wkh JUie drunkard. For like the miserable being 
ef taiemperaace, be rushes ppoa Indulgencey and vio* . 
lates the plainest principles of moral duty. 
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Were gluttony to produce the same consequewrei 
XhM dftinkenness doe9, we should find many a pritnUged 
iord placed in an unenviable aituation; many an indi- 
vidual who now wears the clerical robe, rn as bad a 
plight as the drunkard, waHowin;^ in the filth and mire 
ef corruption; and I should not be surprised ifsome of 
these who prate so much about intetnperauce in othera^ 
should be found in a rery low condition. 

I must here bo allowed to relate a circumstance 
lyhich 1 am informed took place in New Hampshire. 
Ao individual celebrated for his eating propensity, had ' 
labored very hard at dinner in removing the deposites 
from the table, [laving finished the repast, he inform- 
ed the good lady of the house, that he must have labored 
very hard in the morning in preaching, as he had wet 
bis shirt. The lady, not wishing to have the real cause . 

kept in the dark, remarked, " no Mr. , you did not 

wet your shirt preaching, but you done it eating your 
dinner! ! " Who takes? 

Cortiero, a nobleman of Venice, remarks, " My . 
constitution was naturally weak and delicate, which 
ought in reason to have made me more regular an^ 
prudent; but living like most young men, too fond of 
what is. usually called ' good eating,' 1 gave th» rein 
to my appetite. In a little time I began to feel the iN 
effects of such intemperance; for I had scarcely attain- 
ed my thirty-fifth year, before I was attacked with a 
complication of diseases, &c." All that saved his life, 
he inforrna U8| waa au immediate adoftion of a rrgul«t 
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and* temperate mode of living. How many there are in 
oi^r land laboring under the same species of intempe- 
rance; and how soon they might improve their healtli 
by, adopting the course of this nobleman. Let all who 
are troubled with an excessive appetite beware of in- 
dolgence I 

i*" Would all men," says a writer, ^' but live tempe- 
rately in eating, there would not be a tenth part of that 
fiickness which now makes so many melancholy fami- 
lies, nor any occasion for a tenth part of those nauseous 
medicines, which they are now obliged to swallow in 
order to carry off those bad humors with which they 
have filled their bodies by excessive eating." Let us 
remember the word of thq Apostle: *' Every man that 
striveth for the mastery, is temperate in all things;" 
'' therefore, says he, I keep under my body, and bring 
it into subjection." And our Saviour says, '^ Take 
hoed, lest at any time your hearts be overcharged with 
surfeiting and drunkenness." Let us then use the 
bounties of Providence with thankfulness, and use them 
as freely as is proper. But let us be careful how we 
obuse any of 4he choice gifts of Heaven, for the least 
ds gree of intemperance is sinful, and will bring upoo 
us tribulajions and anguish. 

d In anger. ^'Anger, says Dr. Buck, is a violont 
passion of the mind, arising upon th'e supposed receipt 
of any injury, with a present purpose of revenge. All 
anger is by no means sinful; it was designed by the 
Ai^hoc of our religion, for self defence. Nor is it alto* 
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gether a selfish passion, since it is excited by injuries 
oflered to others, as welt as ourselves, andsometfrnes 
prompts us to reclaim offenders from sin and dan^er.'^ 
The Apostle Paul says, «* Be ye angry and sin not." 
On this passage Doddridge remarks: *Mf any occn- 
siun arises which prompts you to be angry, which indeed 
may, and of\en will be the case, let not your anger dis- 
compose your spirits, and sin nol in the excessive iniul" 
gence of that turbulent and dangerous passion." By 
this we perceive that anger is not sinful if employed for 
self defence, and is not carried beyond the bounds of 
temperance. But it becomes sinful when it breaks 
forth into outrageous actions, disgracing humanity, and 
violating all social order. We therefore should be very 
careful and not give way to our passions, should there 
be those among us who ofiend. It showa a weak mind 
in any one to get vexed on trivial occasions. To get 
angry intemperaiely one moment, and extra good the 
next, shows how foolish a person can be. The Pro- 
phet declares, ^' There be some who are drunken, not 
with wine, they stagger not with strong drink." Every 
person who lets his angry passions get the better .of his 
judgment, will come under this head. Like Satan he 
goes about seeking wboaa be may devour i 

There are many in this day and generation, who are 
troubled by this species of intemperance, because—' 
what? B/ecause I had the independence to give tojher 
world my Views of temperance* Yes^ there are some 
is this town* who, not having been promoted as highly 

• In Wobarn, 
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as their agpiring hearts desired, have (because I iq\i 
truth about (hem) gnashed their teeih at roe, as though 
•they would like to bite. Being intoxicated with passion 
they have resorted to the low, pitiable menns of slander 
and misrepresentation. We have noted their conduct, 
and have come to this conclusion: They have no just 
«ause to complain-^especially of those whose motives 
in exposing their sinfulnesa, was to do them good. They 
^ are their w^orst enemies; and I pray God to soften tlkeir 
"hearts, and make them belter men.' Let us then in tk« 
language of the Poet, 

**- When'er the angry passions rise 
And tenipt onr thoughts, onr tongues to strifes 
To Jesos let as HA our eyes. 
Bright pattern of the Christian life." 

4. In dress. And in this particular T shall make no 
distinction between the ladies and gentlemen. One is 
as highly culpable as tf)e other. 

That we shotjld furnish ourselves with warm, decent 
clothing, to shield our bodies from the cold inclemen- 
cies 6f the weather, is not only our duty, but an express 
command. But to worship, summer And winter, the 
* goddess' of fashion — to have a desire for every new 
invention of dress, manufactured by roan; to layout 
one^a whole earnings, in order to cut what is called n 
4a$k in the world^ are of the highest species of intempe- 
rance. And then to have a disposition to covet everjr 
floperior article of clothing that time brings into fatkioDy 
«nd to show diisatisfactioo if . wc doat obtain wliml 4>ttf 
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fancy desires, is down^rigbt wickedness. ' Fashion,' 
says a sensible writer, 'is all but omnipotent. It will 
nake men do all that men can do. It will make them 
Bubmit to, and' even approve of what they would abhor, 
were it not fashionable. That pert dandy done up in 
etays, sporting with his cane and whiskers, brainless 
and selfish as he is, might have some semblance to a 
human being, were it not for his ambition to be fore- 
most among the devotees at the shrine of fashion.' It 
is a well attested fact, that there are thousands in oar 
land, who are even now pining away under that fatal 
disease, consumption; and who can trace the cause to 
some impropriety of dress. Beware then my friends, 
and not become intemperate in dress. 

§. In Language. It is utfiversally considered wick- 
ed to use profane language; so much so, that the man 
of holy fueling is shocked and mortified, on hearing it 
procee4 from the lips of his fellow mortal. And cer- 
tainly, nothing appears more disgusting than to hear an 
individaal breathe out oaths and curses upop his brother 
man. To indulge in so low, vile and foolish a prac- 
tice, is highly reprehensible in any man! more e»- 
pecia Uy in those who would be considered gentlemen. 
Some may have imbibed the b^bit of swearing and do 
not mean any harm by it. But still, no man shpuld be 
justified in it, for it is a wicked practice and can easily 
be overootte. . To swear vstll has been considered 
qaite an aoeession to a pef son's accomplishments, fiat 
ii is faM geing ovtofdale* * God grant it a speedy j^x- 
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An intemperate use of any thing ii deleteriou« and liii*' 
ful. But it would be impossible to take away fron aom^ 
of our good matrons their tea; yes, as impossible as from 
some men their whiskey. I would not say that every 
man, woman or chrld shaH entirely abstain from those 
articles; but I do say, you must use theiii moderately. 
^Do thyself no harm.^ If you tiolate the command of 
our text, the shakrng head and 'trembling limb will ap- 
pear, to warn you of your imprudence. 

I have thus endeavored to preach temperance as the 
bible enjoins. I dare not go one step further, if 1 
should, I fear I shonld be wiser than my master. 

In conclusion, permit me to t^xherr you, one and all 
ta strive both by precept and example, to do all you 
can to further the cause of rational temperance. There 
are doubtless some present who belong to the total ab- 
stinence society in this town. Tou may be right in 
joining that society — we will not condemn yoU'— we 
give you the privilege of thinking on the subject as you 
please. In return, we only ask the same privilege.-— 
Will you grant it? On the otW hand, there are, I 
presume, some present who are opposed to the violent 
measures of the abstinence party. Tq them I would 
say, be not backward in doing all in your power to arrest 
the evil, intemperance, that is fedt spreading in our 
land. I know that you are men of feeling, of benevo- 
lence, of philanthropy, and that you have an interest 
in the welfare of your fellow men. How is your con- 
duct? Do you set a good example? Can your neigh- 



A ftllMON. 



101 



bors point their fingeri at you^ and say, you are often 
seen ia a state of iBtoxication ? Pauee and ezamioe 
yourselves. Remember if you use. stimulatiog drinks 
more than necessity requires, you injure yourselves^ 
you violate the laws of God, and if persisted in, you 
will bring upon yourselves misery, disgrace and ru- 
* Your families and friends must likewise suffer by 
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your ingralitudoy destruction will open wide her jaws to 
receive you, and black despair will harrow up your soul. 
O then be entreated to lend your influence in arrest- 
ing the sin, intempevanoe, that is deluging «ur land, 
^nd ruining the ftir forms of innoeence and virtue, fie 
actively engaged in ameliorating the condition of your 
fellow Creatures, and in all your concerns through life, 
Let your moderation be known unto all meo.'-— Amem. 



THE REMARKS Of CEKTAtN fiOrTORS OS 

THE BRAMBLE, AND A BRIEF REPLY. 

—I 

<< Shall a Trumpet be blown in the eity, and the people not be- 
afraid? '* Amos iii. 6. 

THE TRUMPET. 

The Revr T. Whittemore sounded his Trumpety that 
the mHJority of the peopte in the United States were ia 
Hivor of {\te violent measures of the total absiineace 
party, fiut his trumpet gave an uncertain sound.— « 
Since publishing the Bramble, I have lectured in a num- 
ber of places on temperance, and do know thaC two 
thirds of the Universalist cemmnnity,' even in good old 
Massachusetts, are in favor of my sentiments on the 
subject. The people know- their rights, and knowing 
* dare maintain them.' Mr. Whittemore says, *^ It will 
be an unenviable notoriety which he (Gregory) will 
acquire.^' The notoriety which I shall acquire by ad- 
vocating the truth, will be far preferable to the popular- 
ity which Mr. Whittemore will gain by advocating false- 
hood. I challenge Mr. Whittemore to show that I have 
gone counter to the doctrine of temperance, as laid dowB 
ia the Bih\e. He dare not undertake the work ! 



THE STAR IN THE EAST. 

We are commanded to deal out to each a portion in 
due season, and as the* Rev. J. G. Adams has seen fit 
to notice our BramblE^y we would in return notice the 
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maDoer in which be treated it. Wei], what aajs tb# 
'echo,' from the 'granite state?' ^'Hear Heavens, and 
be astonished, O Earth." " We have not seen it (the 
Bramble) neither do we wish to see it." And did this 
liberal speech come &om a Universalist minister? Yes, 
a Universalist minister! a man of professed liberal sen* 
timents. '' We have not seen it, neither do we wish to 
see it." What! ia Mr. Adams afraid that the BramUe 
will scratch up his total abstinence measures^ that he 
does not wish to see it? Surely this editor ha^ departed 
from the principles by which he has professed to be 
governed. It is virtually saying, " We understand Mr. 
Gregory has published a work. against our intemperate 
measures, and has shown that temperance is a Bible 
doctrine; but we have not seen it, neither do we wish 
to see it, for it may overthrow our specu lation, and then 
we should not gain that popularity, nor those uppermost 
seats to which we aspire." 

I hope the Bramble will ^ him good, together with 
all others who are troubled, with the same complaint. 



THE LADIES REPOSITORY. 

The Rev. H. Baoon, instead of making his paper a 
repository of truth and righteousness, has converted it 
into a vehicle of abuse, and misrepresentation. Having 
been elevated in the World, and taken the editorial chair, 
he would fain make th9 readers of his paper believe that 
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ii« i» a dreiktful great ma^. Hear bim: ^^ In.tho work 
of crttteiMB our motto has ei»er been, (heair that) willing 
to praise, but not afraid to blame;" (abuse he meant^) 
Again: ** Amongst the lecturers who have labored in 
the vicinity pfWoburn, are Rev. Thomas Whittemore, 
Rev. Sylvanus Cobb, Rev. Mr. Yotuig, and — who elee? 
OUR MOST HUMBLE SELF r' *' OwT most humbk aelf-^^^ ha^ 
ha— this reminds us of the fly that lit upon the hub of 
a coach wheel, and flapping its wings, exclaimed, '^ See 
what a dust we kick up!" So much for the editor of the 
Ladies Repository. 

THE GOSPEL SUN. 

< 

The Rev. O. A. Skitiner saya, the viewa of Mr« 
Gregory on temperance, will not £nd favor with his 
tninistering brethren. I wou}d iaferni Mr. Skioaer 
that my object has evdr been to please my lay brethren ; 
io watch over their interest, iastead of tbe interests of 
the clergy, t have done this iiulepeBdeDtlyy and ran 
the risk of incu ring their displeasure. Be H known 
tinto all men that 1 preach to please the people. And 
as long as I anK confident mj views of taaiperance are 
in accordaace with the Bible, the tbreatnings of the 
{>riesthood ahall not make «ie fltoch from my duty. But 
I would inform Mr. Skinner that there are more than 
aae in Israet, whose senlimeots on iemperanee are in 
unison with mine. Had he heard a celebrated divine, 
wbete fame /or Biblical knowie^e bai^^gone farlh into 
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all the land, and to whom the public is indebted for two 
able ' Inquiries,' lecture Mr. Wbittemore for ca^kn^ 
Daniel a cold water man, and for misrepresenting my 
sentimentS) be would have thought that I had one friend 
if no more: Let the;Univer8aIist clergy come out and 
take a stand on this subject, and I will venture to say, 
there would not be fifty in the order, but what would be 
in favor of my sentiments. 

Our Methodist, Orthodox, and political pfipers have 
given us a passing notice, but we shall not attempt to 
reform them i^Atil we have reformed our own order. 



The reader may wish to know if any papers have 
spoken in favor of the Bramble. We extract the foi- 
lowing from the Southern Evangeltaij published at 
Charleston, S. C, and edited by the Rev. Theophilus 
Fisff. The remarks are from that well known talented 
brother : — 

«• The Bramble." " We have received aijopy of 
this well written production from some unknown friend, 
perhaps the author himself; our hearty thnikks are due 
to the donor, wlioever he may be. It is a most able, 
expose of the oraftand spiritual hypocrisy that is over- 
fiovving the land under the guise o( temperance societies; 
the author a frourlg Universalist minister of sterling 
worth, nrj'anly independence, and great promise of use^ 
fulness. We have read the production with more care 
and attention than we should probably otherwise have 
done, but for the unsparing, and unjustifiable abuse 
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^vllich has been heaped upon thcv author bjfbe editor of 
I he Boston Trumpet and his echo. Mr, Whittemore in 
his fifst notice (for he has seen fit to make too attacks 
upon the pamphlet, or rather upon its aufbor) speaks 
of Br. Gregory's sentiments as " far below the standard 
nf the age" — and again he says: — "We are truly sick 
with the bombastic style of the pamphlet." Is there no 
tnicmperance in this language, from one ministering bro- 
ther to another, that needs to be rebuked? For our 
own part we are not the advocates tofmtemperance of 
any kind — much less than all the intemperate zeal 
which is here tnanifested, to cover a ministering brother 
with odium for a manly expression of optnioni we are 
not in favor of the intemperance which could procure 
the suspension from fellowship , of a minister second lo 
none in our denomination in any point of view^ for the 
enormous offence of storincr ten dollars for three or 
four months! We are not in favor of that intemperance 
which can resort to the pitiful expedient of invading 
the sanctity o( the domestic circle, lo aeek proofs of 
some act of indiscretion in the unguarded moments of 
affection! Nor of that species of ^ Inqtnry-'^ which 
floods the country withi^etters, for the purpose of gath- 
ering vague rumors, hearsays, and flying reports! From 
such IrUemiperance w« say in behalf of the Universalist 
denomination, " Good Lord deliver us." 

But we have good reason to believe that the pamph- 
let under consideration was not the cau9t of the bitter* 



•OUTBERlf EVANOSLIST. 107 

nests of the Rev. Thomas WhittemQre towards Br. 
Gregory. 3r* Gregory is TrQin 'Mhe land of the 
free" — from the bosom of the Green Mountains; where 
the mind wears no shackle?, and where Universalist 
priestcraft is entirely unknown. We noticed with plea- 
sure and pride, during a stay in Boston of some twelve 
or fifleen months, many manifestations of b» sterling 
honesty, and unbending integrity; particularly when- 
ever he visited the Trumpet *' diasectinf^ room.^^ He 
had the independence when he heard the character of 
an absent ministering brother there undergoing an ope- 
ration^ (and this was but of too frequent occurrence) te' 
stand up boldly Ln his defence, if he thought him iano- ' 
cent of the snrmises, hints, and inuendoes, that were 
indulged in so profusely; this we think, is the head and 
fountain of his offending. We saw the storm lowering 
upon him more than a twelve month ago— ^more than 
4>ne faoe was gathering blackness previous to oor leav- 
in that region, and we mentioned to one of the victims 
of this unhallowed ^' spirit of /ngtitnf,** that the tempest 
woul4 burst sooner or later — and our predictions have 
heen verified. The thunder has rolled, the bolt has faU 
ien; and we hope pome of the brethren feel relieved. 

In conclusion w« have to say that while we have 
jtrength to wield a peo^ we will espc^use the icAnse of 
the injjpred and persecuted— we have siMered too deep- 
ly ouraelf from '' stabs in the dark,^' not to huve a f&U 
low feeUpg for those who tire fttretcbed upon the rack. 
Br. Gregory will remember the tnjtincttod^ <' if tbej 
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persecute you nn one city flee into another"— the sunny 
Sooth will welcome him with open arms, if the climate 
at the North becomes too' warm." 



REMARKS OF THE MAGAZINE AMP ADVOCATE. 

Speaking of (he Hoe, Br. Grosh remarks: " It is 
anonymous, Iliave not seen it, but judging from some 
extracts given in the Trumpet, it appears to appeal to' 
pnjudice to put down Br. Gregory. Some of our 
editors also appear to rely upon the same weapon. 
Tins is ungenerous, to say the least of it. Prejudice, 
like jealousy, is cruel as the grave, and puts down, not 
the arguments, but the man. Like persecution, it 
never can convince, but confirms even the errorist in 
his errors." 

Speaking of what we should eat and drink, he adds— 
'*It is good to eat meat, and to drink wine; and it is 
good to cat vegetables, and to drink water; but circupi- 
stances should determine not only uhen you should e^at 
and drink either, but also how much. Excess in either, 
is wrong and injurious." *' We may, or may not dress, 
eat, drink, sleep, walk, sit, stand, as they did, our cir- 
cumstances being the same as theirs were, and be neither 
sinful nor vrrtuous in so doing, or in not do doing." 

The same writer speaking of societies formed to sup- 
press any particular vice, remarks — ^^ Such combina- 
tions are 'not only unnecessary, but contrary to the 
principles of, and injurious in a republican gov6rnmeBt. 
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They supersed^^the laws and its officers, and substitute^ 
the abstract views, and irresponsible actions of combi- 
^ nations, not established by, nor known to the govern- 
ment of the whole people. They are virtually mob- 
oeracy, setting aside the laws of their rule, and super- 
seding the proper execution of the law, by substituting 
the unauthorised, and unacknowledged actions of men. 
Let the people govern by the laws they make through 
their proper representatives — and let those laws be exe- 
cuted by the officers of the people, properly^chosen and 
commiscioned to enforce them. When a government 
of the people fails, it will be time to erect another of ^ 
organized combinations, to govern the people." 

Again he says — ** Let the laws properly provide for 
the punishment of offences against the peace and digni- 
ty of (he Commonwealth, and for the protection and as- 
sistance of their prosecuting officers — let every citizen 
report such offences to the police, and require attention 
4o their complaints — and no sociETtES, or other means 
win be necessary to effect the complete suppression of 
intemperance, seduction, gambling, profanity, and every 
other vice that now infests society, and causes the land 
to mourn under the wreck of virtue, and the ruin o 
peace." 

Stephen K. Smith, associate editor of the same paper, 
exposes so clearly the intemperate measures of the ab- 
stinence part) 5 that we beg the privilege of laying his 
remarks ()efore our readers. 
^' Among the measures that have been manifestly in- 

10 
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jur40us to the cause of temperance, may be reckoaed alt 
those that partake of. fraud or coercion. Wo conceire 
that every measure that brands another with reproach 
or infamy because he does not adopt our theory, to be 
coercive 4r reprehensible. That thousands, of dissenters 
from the rage of temperance measures have been thus 
abused cannot be denied. / 

Art is sometimes employed to draw individuals into 
societies. As an instance, the name of some influential 
person is ohtaiaed, in order to induce others to unite — 
while that individual retains full privilege to take bis 
wonted, dram whenever he pleases. Examples of this 
are every where abundant. 

But the most specious instance of this kind of crafl, 
is connected with the temperance lectures. No fact is 
more obvious than that in the commencement of the 
career of forming societies, it was generally intended 
to make them sectarian. This was acknowledged by 
the American Temperance Society — and was as palpa- 
ble in its auxiliaries. A particular class of men were 
the prime movers, and managers, in every place where 
ihey possessed the power or influence to lead. 

The liberal part of community, seeing the manner in 
which things were got up and managed in the societies, 
generally stood aloof, and were often grossly abused in 
consequence. Many of this class of men, are highlj 
influential^ either by their wealth, their public station, 
or their moral character; and it was extremely desira- 
ble to win them over.^ To efiect this, a Universalis! 
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clergyman is selected to delirer a temperance, lecture, 
and the invitation very generally originates with some 
member of the society who is distinguished for his op- 
position to the doctrine of the restitution. The plausi- 
bility of such a measure very naturally brings together 
for the occasion^ a large proportion of liberal men, whio 
when warmed by the address, are thrown off their guard^ 
and thus give their names to the society." 



RECOMMENDATION. 

" This certifier that tK^ Rev. John Gregory has befin 
employed as a preacher of the Gospel, by lh» First 
tTnivefsalist Society in the town of Woburn, Mass., for 
one year and a half; and thai be is universally liked, 
both as a preacher, and a nvan, and that we are well 
satisfied ^ith his labors. The society under his judi- 
'cious management, is, we are confident, in a better con- 
dition than it was previous to his settling among i>6. 
The meetings have been well attended, and he has 
preached to our general satisfaction. His letter, ask- 
ing a dismission from our society, we have received 
with regret, and hope that we can prevail upon him to 
slay with us longer. His moral character we believe 
to be good, even above suspicion, and we are willing to 
recommend faim as a faithful preacher of the Gospel, 
to such society as God in his Providence shall call him." 

WILLIAM RICHARDSON, ) «. ,. 

MOSES WINN, , { Sfandtng 

LUKE REED, S ^ommitUe. 

Br^^ Signed by Qnt Hundred and Five individuals 
who have contributed to my support the la^t year. 

The object of my publishing the above recommenda- 
tion, is to silence the slanderous stories in circulation 
against me. Not that those stories can injure me m 
the estimation of those with whom I am acquainted, but 
that those unacquainted with me can see my standing 
ia Woburn^ where I have resided nearly two years, 



CERTIFICATE. 



'^ This certifies that we 
published by John Gr^ory, 
meats therein contained" — 

Joshua Converse, 
Samuel Cook, 
Luke Tidd, 
Abel Wyman, 
Martin Converse, 
Aaron Richardson, - 
John Madan, 
Stephen Eames, 
William Tidd, 
John Flanders, 
Nathan Richardson 2d, 
David Westoui 
Snmuel Richardson, 
Oliver Wade, 
Joshua Stoddard, 
X^ot' Eaton, 
John Miller, 
Ebenezer Parker, 
Thomas Collins, 
Guy Knights, * 
George Pool, 



have read the ' Bramble,' 
and do concur in the senti- 

William Flanders, 
Henry Flagg, ' 

Stephen Nichols, 
Luther Converse, 
Moses P. Winn, 
Josiah Converse, 
John Leathe, 
Jacob Wright, 
Albert Thompson, 
Harrison Flanders, 
John SowIe,jr. 
Jesse Sowle, 
Henry Tidd, 
Nathan Wyman, 
Jonathan Tidd, 
Jonathan Tidd 2d, 
Ezra Kendall, 
John Knights, 
Thomas Pool, 
Thomas Pool, jr. 
Stephen Nichols, jr. 
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C£RTXPICATE. 



Samuel Thompson^ 
Franklin Jones, 
Sylvester Nichols^ 
. Christopher Hosmor, 
George Powell, 
John Phelps,' 
Joseph Eatoti, 



Simeon Weymouth,. 
George Hartshorn, 
CharIe»Bond, 
Joseph S. Phillips, 
Leonard ParkiS, 2d, 
Francis F. Kimball. 



The above are a few out of the many in Woburn, in 
favor of my views of temperance. I have no doubt but 
what I could have obtained m6re than one half of the 
persons ia the town to have subscribed to the abave 
certificate. That the majority of the people in Woburo 
are what I call temperance men, is credent from their 
gaining the victory over their opponents at the elec- 
tions. God grant them success in well doing! 



'^''^ 
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